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| Aſﬀerted and 


In Oppoſition to the 
R asn and UncnanrTaRrLE 


SENTEN: 
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| - . *Prononned againſt them by the 
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MEMBER'S 
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Ofthe K\NGDON of 
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Both Shepherds and Sticep,, High — 
and LCA, Ecclefi and ' r. 
| _Laity, LEP nt 12 


The Auchor hcanily wiſhes 


The Grace of onr Lord A 
"the Love of God the Father , js 
the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Much Hanonred, 09d dearly Beloved Brethren ts Obrif 


FN like manner as the glows of old, - - When 
| Children | through 
chey. migh 


Pong nap mrtro Horour 6f”* Moloch |\ 


t'nor be mod with their oy 


i 1 
”, - 


o 4 s | 
S. 


| co deafen gre” Fra TEL => and ruth, 
ful Moans and” s oft ed Ing 
fants '; with vaticty*of Sounds and Noi! 

loud and og fach are- the Labours of 


| dphploweyotehy Church of Rome, tO leave 


{to Nop che Mouths of 
the DeteRors: of their Falſe ines; And 
- in regard they are not able to compaſs their 

Po the way of Tiuth, they not enly 
the Fire and Sword againſt the Or: 

, but perſecute them with Clamour, 

udicial Sentences z - and which is more, 
dem 7 corner of the World with their Thuns 
dring Writing s, to ( —oogg the Voice of Truth. 


from 2g: which is more than 
Rok 


all this, like <4 ' they make it their 
which to 2) 16h? the guile of the Troubles, 


hf, upon the Faiths 
themes bore W and which is moſt | 
ak-vu gr hear, make it their glory to cons 
' demn them all co che Puniſhmeat © Infernal 


Fires, 

"The ; fame ill Face- bath befallen me; For 
when it Was ,mF late | hap | to : officiate -in 
he- Fun Qon of Farleheled Overſeer , in 
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bour: of - mine, ' was not 'aſham'd, inſtead 
ofa NEW-YEARS-GTFT, to ſend 
mie word, That not only my Self, but alfo 
all the Proteſtants in general were eternally 
Damwd, and to: be infallibly Burn'd' in 
_ the everlaſting Fire of Hell. But in 
regard that by the Teſtimony of the | 
Apoſtle, We can do nothing” again$t the Truth 2 co. 13.4. | 
but for the Truth; and that 1t is the: chief 
Daty of 'a Preacher of the'Goſpel, To hold | 
faſt the faithful Word which is according to 7% 9. 
Dottrin , that he may be able both to ' Exhort 
in- wholſom DofArin, and to Convince them that 
fay again$ it;; T thought it my Duty, not 
only to Tranflate 'into the German Lan- 
guage the Catechiſm of Controverſies , 
written 'by Monfieur Moulin, and by that 
means to arm my Auditors: againſt” the 
daily Attacques of the Monks ; but alfo 
to refel ſuch an inconfiderate and unchri- 
ſtianlike Letter;and'by this wy ANSWER 
to vingicate the Salvation of the Proteſtants 
againft ſo horrible a Condemnation./W here- 
in I have chiefly made it my buſineſs to 
encounter my Antagoniſt with: the Sword 
of his 'own Brethren, 'as having brought 
ir Aidofour' Cauſe, the Teftimonies of the 
moſt Famous Popiſh DoCtors againſt _ 
"O03. | "OT ..a..2 Og 2 
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_ Sentences, they m 


Not that'I wonld [have it ſo-to: be under- 


ſtood however, as if the Suffrages of Men 
that wander in the Paths of Error, were 
neceſſary for the ſupport of our Docrin, 
but. only. that 'as vanquiſh'd Enemies, fol- 
lowing the Triumphal Chariot of 'Frath; 
their Necks laden with' Chains, and com- 
pelFd to ſubmit to the Vietrefs, they might 
give-allithe World an unqueſtionable Te- 
ſtimony 'of her- Conqueſt-; or elſe, that 


uf is the firſt Rout, . they ſhould adven- 


ture to make a ſecond Atteiant upon her, 
being. by this Stratagem ſet together by 
the Ears one among another, -and diſtract- 
ed-in- their Minds, or at leaſt in; their 
ht b; y mutually wound- 

ws .cach other, di =X themſelves ; there- 
affording us ' this pleaſing SpeRacle, 

-. if the Lord had ſet' every Man's Sword upon 
his N eigbbor throughout the Hot ; and had ſo 
brought it to. paſs, that-they ſhould kill 
one another with - the Weapons , which 


they had made themſelves ; and: that the 


Heads ' of theſe new Gol:ab's ſhould be 
cut off with: the; Swords which they had 


girt-upon theiriown Loyns. For,thus we 


ſee ' that the Papiſts in many things are 


__ LORE s Foxes, having their Tails 


— 


in :ſach 'a manner'ty'd together to ſeton 
Fire, "that with their -Heads | they draw: 
two contrary Ways ; or elſe like certain 
Monfters., whoſe Bodies are not united 
together till about the Nay or the 
Belly: - 

\ . But as Fawning creates Friends, and 
Truth begets Hatred ; ſo neither could 
I avoid. the Hatred and Perſecution of 'the 
Papiſts, For their Revenge tranſported 
them to that degree, that they ſent fe- 
veral Soldiers to apprehend 'me, and to 
have -puniſh'd me with eternal Captivity ; 
who becauſe they could: not overtake me 
flying away on Horſeback, diſcharg'd two 
Piſtols at- me, to have kill'd me outright ;_ 
but in vain, while God' in his Mercy pro- 

tected me. 

+ Conſtrain'd therefore by theſe and other 
_ Perſecutions, and continual way-layings 
of 'my-life, ſome Weeks ago. I. threw my 
ſelf into the.Boſom of your Church, that 
under your Prote&tion I-might live in more 
ſafety ; and ſo ſoon as opportunity, ſhould 
permit, that I might be ready to employ 
the utmoſt 'of my Abilities-and Sedulity 
in your Service. | 


But : - 
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"But in" > >, wi en to the 
Proverb, There is no Deſire of that which 
is to Men Unknown, I thought it might 
be worth my while moſt devoutly and 
hambly to offer and dedicate; this m 
Anſwer to all and ſingular both Shepherds 
and Sheep, High and Mean, Eccleſiaſtics 
and Laity, Magiſtrates and SubjeRs, as 
having no other means to excite Rod kindle 
in your Hearts, when once made known 
to- your Chriſtian Pity, ſo much of gene- 
rous Goodneſs, as to receive me into the 
Arms-of 'your Charity, and make me Par- 
taker of your Labors. . 

A T beſeech ye therefore, moſt 
Honourable Patrons, with courteous Mind 
and. Hand, this little Treatiſe of mine ; 
and open to me the doors of your: Bene- 
volence; and what you would fhould be done 
to your ſelves in the fame caſe, that doto me. 
Be not weary in. well hn doing, 'for in due: ſeaſan 
ye hall reap, +if ye faint mat. While! we have 
therefore time ,' bet us do goad unto all Men, 
eſperially ents Vets that be WP the hoaſoold of 
Faith. : 

In -the mean time, our Merciful: God; 


ks, who has begun a good work in. you, will: perform 


| 
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11, it until the day of Jeſus Chrti$ : 5 that being 


fill'd with the fruits of righteouſneſs , ye 'may 
" ſpeak the Word of God without fear," and con- 4 


ther in the defence. of the Faith of the Goſpel 3 


fed is the Man who endureth temptation, becauſe 12. 


for us a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the j 


_—_— oa EAA ts es te APA #5. 


tinue in one Spirit, and one Soul, holding toge- « 


and in nothing fearing your Adverſaries, which 23, 
is fo them a Token of Perdition, but to you of 
Salvation, and that of God, For to you it 15 
given for Christ, not only this, that :ye believe 
in him, but alſo this, that ye ſuffer * his ſake. 
Having the ſame fight which ye ſaw in me, and 


now hear in me. My Brethren, count it all joy, Fane 1. 2, | 


when ye fall in diverſe temptations. For bleſ- 


that when he 1s tryd, he ſhall receive the 
Crown of 'Life,' which the Lord has promis'd to 
thoſe that love him. 

May it pleaſe the ſame Almighty God, 
That fighting a good fight, ye may hold Faith and 
a good Conſcience, which ſome having put away, 
as concerning Faith, have made Shipwrack. So 


ſhall ye.remain faithful unto death, and 4 Crown apc. 2. 166) 


of Life ſpall be gryen unto you. So that when 
the time of your diſſolution 15 at hand, you may 


gladly and truly ſay, We have fought a good 7im.4.5,74! 


Fight, We have fulfilled our Courſe, We have 
kept the Faith. Henceforth there is laid up 


Lord, the Righteous Fudge , ſhall give at that | 
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_ 9; we = I” to: us, Y x to them Tar I 
loud his appearing. 


Tim. 4, 17. Now unto_the Kin 2 Everlaſtin » Incorruptible, 
y 77: {- 
Inviſeble 3 To -God = Wiſe, be Honour and 
Glory | for ever and ever, Amen. _ 
So farewel, moſt Honoured Patrons, and 
bervgnly fayour, 


Your moſt Humble Servant 
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F j H. 1 Datukks 
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PREFACE. 
Health to the Reader from the Fountain of Health. 


Courteous Reader, 


T 5s fit thou ſhould'ſt in the firſt place be acquainted 
| with the Occaſion of the following Diſcourſe ; which 


was this : From Heddeſdorff, where my ſacred Cal- 

ling gave me an Abode for almoſt five years together, 
lyes diſtant, about an hours Riding, that celebrated Abbey in 
Rommerſdortt, belonging 'to the Fryers called Predemon- 
ftrators, who affirm to be Founidey of their order, in the 
Tear 1120, one Norbert, firſt a Canon in the Church of 
Sr. Viftor sf Santen, zear the City of Cleve, which, as 
they ſay, laid the firſt Foundations of Santen ; afterwards 
Chaplain to  Lotharius of Saxony ; and laſtly, by the Au- 
thorit t, this Emperor Primate of Germany, that #s to ſay, 
Archbj 9p. of Magdeburgh, according to the Verſes, 


Anno milleno centeno bis quoque deno, 
- Sub Patre Norberto fundatur Candidus Ordo. 


They are called Praemonſtratenſes , or Predemonſtra- 
tors (if 'we may believe the Story) becauſe the Place for 


* rhe firſt: building of the Abbey, was ſhew'd before-hand to 


Norbert, as he was at his Prayers, And they wear 4 
hite Habit, for that the Mother of God brought him a 
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Habit of that colour, 
wannied, thus beſpeaking their Founder ; 


as the Norbertines not long ſince 


Cruce locus Premanſtratus 
ubi ſ{truas Regiam, 
SanCta tibi Virgo Mater 
_ veltem prezbet niveam. 
Sanctus Auguſtinus Pater 
auro preicribit regulam. 


Where thy Palace thou ſhouldſt build, 
the Croſs the Place doth ſhew ; 
The Holy Virgin Mother brings 
thy Habit white as Snow. 
Holy Auſtin doth unfold 
thy Order's Rule in Gold. 


The foreſaid Norbert- held - the See of Magdeburgh 


ſeven Tears and ten Months. He dy'd in the Year of 


Chriſt '1134, #pon St. Peter and Paul the les day ; 
and 6 boried fn the Church of the Bleſſed FAG ; 6 
in the Tear 1625, by the Command of the Emperor 
Ferdinand II, his Stone Sepulchre was broken open, and 
his Reliques thence tranſlated in great Pomp to Prague. 
And ſo dead Norbert was made the living Saint and Patron - 
of Bohemia. | 

Now in regard the Succeſſors of this Norbert , among 
which are the Abbots of Rommerſdorfft, frequently viſit 
our - Court of Weeden, and this Village of Heddeſdortt, 
either to look after their Farms aud Rents, or as any other 
Occaſions araw them ; and by that means were often' wont ' 
to be in my Company, 1 thought it not only Decent, but moſt 
Chriſtianlike, at all times and in all places ro ſbew them | 
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all the Civility aud honeſt Friendſhip I could ; and from 
thence forward hitherto ſo continu'd to dv, as faras lay in 
my Power. They, on the other ſide, obſerving this, made 
reciprocal Retarns of Bounty, Reſpet# and Love, as oftets 
as I went to viſit them. 

Confiding therefore in this mutual Amity and Familia- 
rity, I preſum'd, upon the laſt of December, to ſend to the | 
preſent Right Reverend Lord Abbot Charles Wurſtius, . 
my kindeſt Wiſhes of Proſperity for the enſuing Tear. 
Nevertheleſs, to this Civility of mine, the next morning, 
ſuch was the rudeneſs and barbarity of his Prior, that for 
Anſwer he ſent me the ſubſequent Letter, the Contents of 
which are verbatim as follows. 


The Inſcription. = 


To the Reverend and Learned Mr. John Hers- 
man Dalhufins , for the time" Curate in 
Heddeſdorf, and Inſpector of the County of 
Weeden, his much reſpected Friend. 

; ; | Heddeſdorff. 
Rommerſdorf. 
Reverend and much reſpeFed Mr. Infpetor, | 
Y the Command of my Lord Abbot, 'now upon 

| buſineſs abroad,againlt the approaching New Year, 

according .to 'your Calender, 'I pray for, and heartily 

wiſh you a good Beginning, Progreſs, and a fortunate 

'Couclifion of it, Moreover I have {&ntyou, according 

to your deftre, Oats for your Money , together with 

your Treatiſe imparted to us againſt the Anabaptiſtical 

Hereſie ( ſufficiently and clearly formerly refuted and 

condetan'd by the Roman Catholic Church.) We 

| have peruſed it, .and are pleas'd with your Zeal, but 

e ſhould have lik'd it much better, if after you [ 
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had implor'd the. Grace ' of the Holy. Ghoſt, the only 
Enlightner of obdurate Hearts, you had bin firſt a Con- 
vert to the Lord God, by abjuring the Errors of your 
Faith,” and. returning to the Ship, and (which. is. the 
Roman Cathclic and only ſaving Church) St. Peter's Net ; 
out of which, by reaſon of the vaſt multitude of the Fiſh, 
the Authors and firſt Founders of the Anabaptiſtical and 
other Errors, fell down, according to the Catholic Belief, 
into the profoundeſt Sea of Hell ; of whom the Ring- 
leader was Luther : Whoſe ſucceſs, I grieve to ſpeak it, 
ſo fatal to hundreds of thouſands of Souls, encouraging 
Melantthon, Zyinglins, Oecolampadins, Menno, Calvin, and 
ſeveral others, to the End they might raiſe to them- 
ſelves a great Name in the World, and ſerve their Car- 
nal Deſires, coyn'd and forg'd ſeveral other Opinions 
repugnant to Truth, nevertheleſs condemn'd by the 
Roman Catholic Church, according to the Cuſtom ob- 
{erv'd from the very beginning of it, - as the Authors of 
them were -Excommunicated. I could with your Re- 
verence would more {tudioully peruſe the Catholic Wri- - 
ters with ſounder Judgment , that you would foreſee 
your laſt End, and while you live, conſult: the. Good of 
our own Soul, leſt after you have run.the race of this 
ortal Life, in Company with thole ſublime DoCtors, as 
ou ſtile them in your Treatiſe againſt the Anabaptiſts, you 
þe not only depriv*d 'of Eternal Felicity, but burn in the 
Infernal Everlaſting, Fire. 3 oh Ka 
This wholſom Admonition, more precious then Gold 
and all the Kingdoms of the World, patiently and kindly 
accept inſtead of a NEW-YE ARS-GIFT, and live 
eternally the Favourer of him, who is thy Brother moſt 


deſirous of thy Salyation, "AN 
7ohn Gaſpar Baldem, 
Prior for the time. 


ern =—Y 
Fhe Preface. . 
Truly I was amaz'd at the ſight of ſuch a mercileſs Mon- 

fter, that inſtead of the -Roſes of deſired Friendſhip, caf 

before me Baskets of Thorny | Bryers ; and rejetting the 

Salvation of Chriſt, Pax Vobis, :denounc'd 4 Laborious War 

againſt me, yet Glorious for the Truth of the Catholic Evan- 

gelical Faith, Por now, as the Caſe ſtood, my Pen was to 

be drawn in defence of That , . and to wipe off pretenged 

- Stains, Wherefore Ireturn'd an Anſwer,: tho* overmhelm'd 

with the Duties of my Callins during the ſeveral Holy-days 

at that tim? of the Tear ; and within the ſpace of a few days, 

T finiſh'd the following Apology for the SALVATION 

of CHRISTIAN PROTESTANTS, and 

took care. to have it convey'd to. the Lord. Abbot of. Rom- 


merſdorft, by means of this ſhort Epiſtle. 


Alot Reverend, Famous and:Leatned Lord Abbot; 


* Dy moſt hovoured Favourer and Friend, > © | 
; / Our Reverend Mr. Prior, in the late abſence of your 
Lordſhip, ſent me a ſharp Letter full of thundrings 

ot Eternal Damnation againſt me and all thoſe, who 
any cy {hes Church, embrace ours. Truly Ttrembl'd 
at ſo raſh a-Judgment of a prudent Man. | AS 
' But-inregard it is lawful at all times and in all places 
to repel Force by Force, to reſiſt an'unjuſt Aggreſlor, and 
to Anſwer modeſtly to one that propoſes a hard Queſtion: 
Nay, fince'it is our Duty to-convince Gainſayers, Tz. 1.94 
I could not think it a -piece of Injuſtice to oppoſe the 
forefaid Mr. Prior, with the Treatiſe annex'd, that he 
may be-«ertainly aſſur'd, that he has judg'd of our Dit- 
ferences, 'as a Blind Man doth of Colours, -or as the Shoe- 
maker did of the Piture drawn by. Apeltes. - All that 
T beg of your Reverend Worſhip is. this, That.you will 
be pleas'd ſo to order the Matter, that this neceſſary 


_ Anſwer may be deliver'd to his. hands ;. by .which.b 


The Preface. 


may underſtand, that it is the part of a Fool, to Ttiumph 
before the Victory; and of,one that is far from a Chri- 
tian, to-Judge ſo prepoſtrouſly of the Salvation of his 
Neighbor. I had Anſwer'd ſooner, had I not bin hin- 
der'd by oy public Duties, and Tranſcribing a Copy of 
this Original Writing, which I iotend ſhall ſhortly wear 
a Gerjan Cloak, to the. end that all People may under+ 
Aand it.” Farewel, and continue your Favour to, 
ed, The moſt faithful Obſerver of 
your Lordſhip in all good Offices, © 
]. H. Dathuſins, 


Tn the mean time, the Lord Abbot having Intelligence of 
my Deſign, that he might remove the FBS, 5 Burd'n from 
his Prior, the ſtrength of whoſe Shoulders he did not well 
uwderſtand, was at firſt unwilling to. receive this Anſwer of 
mine, till tyr'd with the Importunity of the Meſſenger, he 
took it 4 Fon _= the oy Ns ppg 

it long, but by bis Servant ſent it me back the [ame day, 
— theſe words upon the outſide Paper ; 


ID .Y reaſon of Strangers that are with me, and other 
neceſſary Occaſions, I have not leiſure to Anſwer 
the Encloſed as it ought to. be ; be pleaſed therefore to 
receive. back again. what you: have thought good: to 
write, but . what is, not convenient for us to read, 50 
may. the Reverend InſpeCtor live to the. years of Neſtor. 


, .. Tour Brother, 1 | 
Charles, Abbot of Rommerſdort?. 


But the Lord Abbot was not ſo fearful to keep the Anſwer, 
45 an Abbot of the ſame Order, of the neighþourinsg Abbey of 
Seinen, Gulichius, was daring to arcepr 3: with a cheerful 
Mind, und willing Hand, afice 1 bad addreſ94 him is the 
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MoS Reverend, mo$t Famous, and moſt Learned 
Lord Abbot, my mo$} eſteemed Favourer and 
Friend. 


Oward the beginning of the Year, I found my ſelf 
involv'd in new Contentions, of which the Author 

and Beginning is the Worſhiptul Prior in Rommerſdorff, 
whoſe Name 1s Fohs Caſper Baldem, who in Anſwer to 
a Writing, which ought to have bin inſtead of a pleaſing 
New-Tears-Gift, gave me to underſtand , That my ſelt 
more eſpecially, and all thoſe whom you unjuſtly call 
Uncatholic, are unavoidably ſubjefted to Eternal Dam- 
nation. It was bur juſt therefore that I ſhould Anſwer 
' him, according to the Matter which ſuch a raſh Judg- 
ment requir'd. Preſently I did that which is juſt ; and 
this day took care that the Original Writing, at my urgent 
Requeſt, might be deliver'd to the Prior himſelf by the 
Lord Prelate Charles Wirtzixs, in hopes the Lord Abbor, 
as my ſingular Friend, would have bin ſo favourable and 
{incere, as to have deliver'd him the Original Copy which 
I ſent. But Right Reverend Abbot, ſeeing the Confide- 
ration of your moſt Exquiſite Learning, and the Juftice 
of your Friendſhip' contraQed four years fince, may feem 
to demand fo much, that I fhould inform you, ar leaft 
by a Copy, of your buſineſs in ſome meaſure importing 
che Honour of your Order ; and that you ſhould not re- 
main Ignorant, according to the Greek Proyerb in Homer, 
'On) mi 6y win'egio» ngxdv T'a3a%V TreT/ATH, what , Good or Ill is 
done within our Houſes, T thought it neceſſary to impart 
to you the Nature of our Quarrel. Inthe mean time, by 
the love of Jeſus Chriſt 1 conjure you, that laying aſide 
inveterate Prejudices, you would peruſe this preſent 
Treatiſe ; and afterwards with an Anſwer firſt to be 
communicated to the Brothers in Remmerſdorff, to oblige 
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the longing ExpeCtations of him, who am, was, and will 
; þe to the end of my Lite, | 

Heddeſdorff, The ſincere Obſerver of Toar 
; " Fan. 14-1681, © | Worſhip, in all good Offices, 


Here we ſtopt, moſt Worthy Reader, proceeding no farther ; 
A for the Reverend Abbot of Seinen, Gulichius, has hitherto 
left me nothing but the deſire of a future Anſwer. 
' . But to the end the Church of the Proteſtants, /o often, 
nay daily, after the manner of Baldem,in the Desks and Pul- 
pits of the Monks, ahandon'd to the Infernal Devils, may be 
furniſb'd with farther Arms againſt ſnch a Cuſtomary Damna- 
tion ; and that the Innocence and Eternal Salvation of it may 
be more and more aſſe erted and eftabliſhed with Triumphant Ar- 
guments and Reaſons, we thought it worth our while to publiſh 
this Orthodox Anſwer, wreſted and extorted from us by the © 
= Force of 4 Fire.breathing Quill, and drawn out of the dark 
| ſhades of my Study. | es POSI haha 

I will not here medale with any Man, beſides the Prior my 
Antagoniſt, who becauſe he has ſpoken what he pleafd, ſhall 
II hear perhaps what he will not like ſo well. 1 ſhall only ſpeak 

| of Errors, Iſhall ſpare Perſons, and, which is the chiefeſt 
thing af all, Iſhall examin and corret# all things by the Rule 

Gr: tian Charity, and Invincible Truth.-: In the mean 
time, Reader, mike uſe of this neceſſary Anſwerz to the, Ad- 
wvancement of God's Glory, the Eſtabliſhment of thy own Faih, 
and the Encreaſe of the true Catholic Church. | 

May it pleaſe the God -of Peace to. heal theſe Diviſions, 
that ſo Chriſtians being recaÞd to Truth and Charity, may 
once more conſtitute one Sheepfold under one. Shepherd Chriſt, 


Not Antichrifft. Amen. 
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T he. Salvation of Body and Soul comes from one Fountain of Salts 
vation, which is Jeſus Chriſt, God bleſſed for ever, Amen. 


Reverend and mot Learned Mr. Prior, 


Here has been an idle report ſpread up and down, 
8: that the Reverend Abbot of the Monaſtry of Sezner 
propos'd to me ſeveral things concerning the 
Catholic Religion , if not in Writing, yet by 
Word of Mouth, which I either am or was not able to re- 
ſolve. From which trifle of a Report, thoſe of your Party 
have thought to gain a Petty Lawrel Wreath ; and thoſe 
of our fide have been in a deep Suſpence, not knowing 
what was done, or what was to be done; for that Fame is 
as well an obſtinate Retainer of whar is feign'd and bad, as 
a Divulger of Truth. Tam not willing to believe that the 
Prelate aforeſaid- is the: Father of this Abortive Birth, in 
regard that ſince a Non-Entity can have no Accidents, He 
£ould never in the Truth: of the Matter divulge, that he 
propounded any thing to-meto be. reſolv*'d, when afſuredly 
I remember it no. more then 1.do an AS that never was- 
done. This indeed: is tie; that: about three. years ſince, 
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returning from the Viſitation of the Church of Grenrzhaſey, 
and going into the Monaſtery in my road, at what time my 
Fellow-Brethren, Mr. I :{/:am_ Simonis, and Mr. Arnold 
Schnabel, the one Paſtor of the Church of 46bach, the other 
-of Ruchroeten, both moſt vigilant and learned Perſons were 
with me, he read tous many and various Manuſcripts taken 
out of our DoAtors, and Arguments againlt thoſe Authors, 
and highly-vaunted them to be invincible ; but we Three 
ſo. well at that time defended the Truth, that your Party 
had no reaſon to boaſt of Advantage, But now that the 
Reverend Prior not only extcgds his Prayers for my Health, 
but alſo heartily wiſhes and deſires, That after I had abjur'd 
and forſaken my Religion, T ſhould conſult the good of my Soul, 
by returning to Peter*s Nett, which is the Roman and only Soul- 
faving Church; leſt efter I had finiſhed this ae, I ſhould not 
only be deprived of Eternal Felicity, but with the reſt of my 
Dotfors burn in the Everlaſting Fire of Hel! ; truly as upon 
the ſight of the firſt, I return him many Thanks ; fo inre- 
ſpe& of the latter, I cannot forbear but that out of Duty and 
Conſcience, and for the love of Truth, I muſt Anſwer as 
follows, that I may not be again reproach'd to have thrown 
away my Buckler when the Duel was offered me, which 
was infamous among the . Romans, or to have ſought for 
Safety by ignominious Flight. And I ſincerely and conſtantly 
adjure you, Reverend Prior, together with your Companions, 
that with impartial Minds, and laying afide all fore-con- 
ceived Opinions, you would vouchſafe to read and weigh 
what ſball be here written. Therefore that I may haſten-to 
the thing it ſelf, the whole Hinge of your Epiſtletuens-ypon 
this,to perſuade me that the Romanriſts(give me)leave t6 call 
you fo throughout this Writing) are only worthy and fit to 
obtain Salvation: Qa the other fide, that all th :Protef 
are daran'd, nay, irrevocably conlign'd: to 2 {ad* Eternity; 
Is. not this -your Theſis ? ' Nay, 'moſt- certainly itiis;,0 Tt - 
will be my part therefore to Prove and” Afſert the Salvation 


of the Protefants, and to Examin and CorreQ your-raſh = % 
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Judgment by the Rule of Charity, with-regard however to 
the Civil Friendſhip of both ; more eſpecially of that which 
is between me and your molt reverend and famous Maſter, 
Charles Wertzins, whom I here name with Honor. I wiſh-he 
had bin at home; for then you would not have preſum'd to 
have dealt ſo diſingeniouſly by me. But the Proverb ſays, 
When the Cat is gone abroad,the Mice pray. But to the puapole, 
There is nothing which the ſacred Scriptures more fre- 
quently recommend to us then Charity, This is that ſacred 
and perpetual Fire, which it behoves us more religiouſly to 
keep burning, then that which formerly was intruſted with 
the Veſtals in Rome, or with the: Prie(ts in the Temple-of 
God. For Charity .(laith St. Pant) 4s the. bond of perfettion, 
Col:3. 14 The end of the Commandment, 1 Tim.1. 5. Nay, 
The fulfilling of the whole Law,Rom.13. 10. Andif a Coin: 
pariſon ſhould -be.made between the three Theological Ver+ 
tues, there is rio :queſtioo but the: Palmwould:be given:to 
Charicy. as the :Principal;) x Cor 13; 1343; Famh reprefents 
the Porch of the Temple, 1f regard. i holds forth to-us-the 
Propitiation of ouriSins upon the Altar of 'the Croſi.' Hope 
repreſeats-the- Holy Place; as ibevigeabati which: ſhines 
our'to/us with the fevenlokd Lamp ob Eviagelicat Promiſes, 
incertain Expettationioh; Eternal; Peatzaide. |; But Charity 
repreſenting' the Holy-' of Holies, aid glintering-on every 
fide withypure Gold, [is-only worthy: ta be-che-Seat-of the 
Deity -;-. for as Godis Love, 1 05.4; 16; ſo; the Empyrean 
Seat;/'and che fiery Throne of Charity in our Minds, have 
a mutual Refemblance. , ''Now ther&- may: de: odtbred feve, 
rakDunesiofthis Chriftian/CharityheQueenofall Vertnes, 
ag lkfbward God as roward-our Neighbor. .Toward:God; 
thereate two ſorts of Duties incumbent upon! every Man 
by the Command of. Charity; of which ſame/are Poſitive, 
_ others Negative. i: By'thecone a' Chriftiantis oblig?d. to! Ex- 
erciſe '/Berievolence and Bounty [toward this Neighbor, as 
wich as.in him lyes, affeQionately andefteQually. in oe 
| ad Decd. By the other he is deteri/d from alt manner. 
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B-will; and doing Injury to his Brother, not only direQly by 
hurting' him, but alſo indirely by throwing Scandals upon: 
| | him ; not only openly and outwardly with Hand or Tongue, 
| but. alſo covertly and inwardly, by bearing Malice, Envy, 
| | Hatred, or by unjuſt Suſpicions and raſh Ceanſures, as St.Pau! 
| witneſſes, 1 Cor. 13. 5. For Charity thinks no evil, ſuffers all | 
things, believes. all things , hopes all things, endures all things, | 
More particularly the Scripture, in more. places then one, . 
condemns raſh Judgments,. by which. Men;. for the. moft 
part violating the Laws either of Divine Truth or Chriſtian 
Charity, judge evilly of the Attionsor Perſons: of their Bre- 
il! thren,, To which purpole- that Sentence-: of our Savior is 
MW! expreſs and poſitive, Mat.7.1.Judge not,left ye be judged. Such 
' , were the Judgments of the Phariſees formefly concerning. 
others ; ſo that they lookt upon all others beſide themſelves as 
Ideots,prophane and polluted Sinners. And at this day,there. 
| is:nothing:more frequent among:Men, then theſe unjuſt Cen» |} 
Wi. ſures,” who :are''ofcen! wont'td receive- with the Left-hand, | 
Mi what is reach'd forth with-the Right ; and: to interpret all 
things in the worſt; ſenſe, according to the variety of their 
Paſſions: -[For:Exa z.if any-Man grows Rich through 
ll; the blefſingrof God,7he tis adjudg'd to have acquir'd thoſe 
; Riches by(evil-means-: If he fall ſuddenly into extreme Ca- 


Wi lamity,:this is: preſently deem*d to befal him by the ſecret 
[18 Judgment of God revenging his ſecret Tranſgrefſions :. If any 
(i one beaverſe to Soperſtition, he- is accounted: Profane :; If 
"®n he profeſles Piety,:he is ſaid to be an Hypocrite © If Liberal; 
i heis taxed for a-Prodigal : If Frugal, .hemuft be Coverous : 
li If Prudent, he isa Coward : If Magnanimous and Sedate in 
i the midſt of the raging Waves, he is pronounced-Raſh and 
Bold, Such is that Judgment of yours, maſt Learned 
My. Prior, which you give in-your Letters -of Me” and-/all 
FF the! Rroteſtants,/ :rather with: ar blind Eury, / then'a quick } 
5 Underſtanding :- That is:to ſay;: that: we are al Damn'd>to- 
Eternity: ;-and that unleſs we return ro Peter's Ship, by 4ub- 
rring ourſelvesto:thePope, . we-are adjudg!d ig ithis Lite 
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ro the Torments of Hell. You are not the only Perſon who 
lye under this Miſtake, for there are not on among 
ye thoſe that in their Harangues to the People, in atfrighting 
terms do pawn their own Salvation'upon: it, that all the Pro: 
teſtants are Damn'd. By vertue of which precipitate Con- 
demnation, the hatred of many is kindled againſt us-; for 
it is a difficult matter to'tove thoſe whom they believe to 
be ſo hated of God, that they are already deſtin'd to the 
Flames of Hell : And in regard there is but little difference 
between a Damn'd Perſon and the Devil, it is but rational 
that they ſhould abhor ſuch Perſons as the Devil, ' who by 
an anticipated Sentence are already numbred-among the 
Damn'd. Nay, tlioſe of your Party, who either out of 
Duty or Inclination are better and more tenderly affe&ed 
towards us, are wont to look upon us with Horror and a 
kind of Commiſeration; ſaying, That they are very ſorry 
that Men- of ſuch excellent Endowments, and otherwife 
born to Yertue, ſhould be out of the way of Salvation, 
and willingly ffirow themſelves headlong into Hell. For 
theſe Reaſons therefore I thought” it neceſſary: to- exa- 
min by the Rule of Charity and* Truth this- Judgment-b 
frequently given and inculeated againſt us; to' the end 
that if it be found to be raſh'and rohibired by the Sentence 
of Chriſt, not only you, Mr. Prior, may be brought to-remit 
{ſomewhat of your rigor, and bluſh at what you have ſo un- 
juſtly written, bur that 'we our ſelves-alſo ſlighting and con- 
temning this prepoſterous Judgment, - may continue cheerful 
and conftant 1n the Truth of God; ſaying to our Prior, and 
ſach like ſupercilious Cenſurers as He, what St. Pas! (aid to 
the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 4. 3. With us it is a veryſmall thing 
that we ſuould be judged of you, or'of mans judgment. It 1s 
better to be condemn'd by a Phyſitian, then a Judge ; by 
'Men, then' by God. Wherefore as no-Man can be a Judge - 
110 his own: Cauſe, it isnot for the'Agcuſer to paſs Sentence 
\upon'the Guilty : So that it might be ſufficient ro plead in 


Oppoſition-to this unjuſt Jadgment, that Mt.'Pjior-would-fic 
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-Jugge in his own proper Caule ; and that being carried away 
- withyarigus Altections, he never regarded what was true 
and-honelt, but what was profitable and convenieat. This 
Judgment certainly is not to be imputed to Equity and pure 
Reaſon, but to Anger and Hatred. As Pzrents are wont to 
loye their Children tho? Maim'd and Lame, fo your Doctors 
are {o-prepoſterouſly devoted to their own pre-conceived 
Opinions, that they hate all Men who go about toimpuga 
- or correct them ; and that ſo much the more, by how much | 
the greater force they find in the ſame Opinions to. eftabliſh 
their Authority in the, World, and to encreaſe and preſerve 
their Earthly, Riches. 

The Condition of the Proteſtants 1a this reſpe&, reſembles 
the Candition of our Savior, while he was upon the Earth. 
For. becauſe he oppos'd himſelf againſt the Corruptions 

bath af Manners and DoQtrin which abounded in the Church, 
i .and piropounded a ſort of Juſtice quite different. from the 
|  Phariſazcal Pride, and rejecting unwritten Traditions, la- 
 -bqur'dito cleanſe the Houle of God, and reſtore all things 
tothe Primitive Fountains of Purity and Truth ; therefore 
he was accounted, a Samaritan, and:proclaim'd a Seditious 
Perſon, aPemaniac, a Blaſphemer, Turbulent, agd an Inno- 
| I vator... The ſame things betal the Refozmed ;: for therefore 
are they unjultly-condemn'd, becauſe they defire that the 
Wi Temple may be. cleans'd, that Abules and Corruptions may 
 beretapm'd, which Time,' Ambition, Avarice, Negligence, 
1guorance,. and other Pelts-have brought into. the-Church 5 
that the. Juſtice of our Sayior may! be fully acknowledg'd.; 
that unprofitable, intolergble and ſuperſtitious Tradinons 
ay be. cutoff; and all things, as much: as may be, xeſtor'd 
tothe Primitive ſtate of. the Church, and the Exemplar and 
Patterthef pureſt Antiquity. And indeed if you. would: but 
lay;alide-yaur i9ns} and give never'ſoliule attentioanto 
the Word of Ga; you would there find how ualawful is 
for you to-give oh Judgment upon Chriſtians, and-to 
devate them ito'Maledictions whom Chrilt has redeemed 
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with-his Blood, whoſe Faith is conformable to the Scripture; 
and who repoſe their whole Confidence in the Grace and 
Mercy of God, and the Merits and Croſs of Chriſt. Cer- - 
tainly the Point of Eternal Salvation is .of a higher Nature 
then to be wrelited away by little blind miſerable Animals 
| to their Tribunal ; or that any Man ſhould preſume to pro- 
nounce any thing concerning it, beyond the revealed Wall 
of God. For God has aſſum'd it to himſelf, his Sentence is 
to be expetted, and not to be anticipated by our Judgment, 
For what Mortal was ever privy to his Secrets, or whom did 
he ever permit.the peruſal of the Book of Life, and the 
Catalogue of EleQion ? St. James, c. 4. of his Epiſtle, v: 11, 
I2. politively admoniſhes us, #0 condemn that Law which cons 
demmns his Brother, and that he who juages of the Law, is not a 
Doer of the Law, but a Tadge. And that Men for this reaſon 
ſhould not invade the Laws of God, he adds, T here is one 
Lawgtver, who is able both to ſave and to deſtroy ;, who art thon 
shat judzeſt another ? Excellent alſo was the ſaying of the 
Ethnic Poet ; Thoſe things which it concerns us not to know, 
let us not take care to believe ; let Secret things be left to God. 
Many are number*'d among Wolves in this World, whom 
Chriſt will joyn to his Sheep at the laſt Judgment. Many 
who are weigh'd in the Ballance of human Cenſure,: are 
rejected as Braſs, which the Touch-ftone of Divine Judg- 
ment will demonſtrate to have bin fine Gold. . Firſt there- 
fore I would fain know of you, Mr. Prior, upon what ground 
you come to be more certain: of the Damnation of others, 
then of your own Salvation. For if it be a piece of Arro- 
gance as "_ commonly ' teach againft us, for any Man 
to aſſure himſelf that he is. the Son of God, and Heir of 
Heaven, certainly it muſt be a great piece of raſhneſs to 
determina as to others, that they are the Sons of Wrath and 
Hell, . I rather am of Opinion, that the Religion of the 
Proteſtants is ſo far from being an Obftacle/ to: Salvation 
thatt rather ſerves in a high meaſure to promote Salvation. 
I contels, there is no hope of Salvation beyond the Pale of 
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Chriſtian: Religion ; ſo that Salvation cannot be obtained in 
the: Communion of Erhnics., Mahometans and Jews ;' no; 
not in the Society of thoſe who recaining the Name -of 
Chriſt, nevertheleſs ſubvert the Foundation of Salvation; 
ſuch as formerly were the Eb;jonites, Boyborites, Manicheans, 
Arrians, and at this wr Say Socinians ; or if there be or 
were any other ſuch like Monſters in: Religion, - But in 
our Religion, what is there to be diſcover'd that ſubverts 
the Fundamental Articles of Chriſtianity , but rather, on 
the other ſide, what ſerves in a high degree to ſupport 
them ? Does it not admit the Scriptures of the old and New 
Feſtameat' to be of Divine Inſpiration, and the Three 
more ſolemn Creeds, the Apoſtotic, Athanafien and Nitene, 
together with the Four Occonomic Councils of Njices, Chal- 
redon, Epheſus and Conſtantinople ? Does it not adore in 
truth One God, Three in One; the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt ? Does it .not acknowledg one Chriſt, God and 
Man, for the Mediator between God and Men, the Re- 
deemer of Souls; a Prophet, Prieſt, and King of the Church ? 
Does 'it teach any thing concerning God, which 15s repug- 
nant to his Majeſty, his Glory, and his Power ? Can it be 
acchſed of any Opinion that ſubverts good Manners, or 
that fins againſt the Law of God or public Honeſty ? -The 
aim of ' Religion is to inform Men how to live well and 
bear Death with confidence, to the end that after they have 
lived in the fear of God, they 'may die 1n his favour. And. 
this is'that which a Chriſtian may eaſily attain in our Reli- - 
gion ; for it moſt powerfully excites a faithful Man to fear 
God and: love his Neighbor. It propounds no "Article of 
Faith from whence various Corollaries may not be deduc'd 
for performance of our Duties, and Reformation 'of our 
Lives ; and adminiſters moft {weet and thoſe moſt effeftnial 
Conlolations toa Chriſtian againſt the aſſaults of all Temp- 
tations, and: Death particularly, ; advancing the Certainty 
. Chriſt, into the number of the 
his Merit:and Favour ; ſo that they -them- 
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ſelves, who deal fo rigoroull of us, ſo often as any' one is 

. to be prepar'd for Death, inlenſibly come over'to'our ſide, 

and tacitly renounce their own Opanions, as is to be ſcen-in 

Conſon. Agoniz, written by Figuerrus, For then they do not 

comfort the dying Perſon with heaps of his own proper 


Merits, but exhort him to put all his hope and confidence 


ro 
I 


' | - - in the Mercy of God, and the SatisfaQtion of Chriſt. Nor 


do they ſcare their doubtful Conſciences with the Terror of 
Purgatory, but comfort it, with the hopes of ſoon obtaining 
Everlaſting Reſt ; and admoniſh the ſick Perſon often to 
repeat the words of David, Into thy hands I commend my 
Spirit. The Biſhop of Toledo is reported to have written to 
the Pope, that the Emperor Charles Y, declar'd upon his 
Death-bed, that he plac'd all the Hopes of his Salvation in 
one Redeemer and Saviour Jeſs Chriſt, and in his Merits, 
adding withal, that he look'd upon Lather*s Opinion con- 
cerning Juſtification, to be very true. To which, as the 
Famous John. Crocius', my Tutor formerly at Marpurgh, 
reports ia his Azti-Wigelins, p. 451. they make the Pope 


to return this Anſwer ; That he. would not celebrate his . 


Funeral Oblſequies, becauſe he held with Luther in ſuch a 
Principal Point of Religion. Mezaximilian Il, when the 
Biſhop of Naples D. Lambert Gruterus came to him, then 
lying under the Pangs of Death, -would not ſuffer him to be 
admitted, but upon promiſe firſt, That he would talk of n0- 
'thing elſe, but of the Merits of Chrif#, his Blood and Sweat ; 
The Biſhop was as good as his word, and made a long 
 Oration concerning the Merits of Chriſt full of Conſolation ; 
and when the Emperor was ask'd, Whether he intended to 
die in that Faith ? He made Anſwer, I ſhall do mo other- 


wiſe : As Crato relates in his Funeral Oration ; and Chytrems 


| 


_ - The Head and Summ of Chriſtian Religion , Is Chriſt 
Crucify'd, 1 Cor.2.2. Other Foundation can no Man lay then 
that which is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor, 3. 11. So 


that for the obtaining of Salvation, there is no other Rule . 
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-of, Faith to beacknowledg?d then'the: 'Word of 'Chrift re- 
{founding-mnScriptures ; nor any other Merit'to be pleaded 
-before God, - but his Death ; nor any other Purgatory but 
-his Blood';z nor:any other\Propitiatory 'Sacrifice'for our Sins, 
but that which he ofter'd once upon the Crofs ; nor *ny 
. Other Headbof the ' Church, 'nor any other Mediator with 
God, but Himſelf. Behold the Foundations-'of - our Faith : © 
Why ſhould you deny us Eternal'Salvation ? 
Moreover it would'be very cruel, -and altogether Tepug. 
nant to Chriſtians, to condemn 'to the Forments of Hell F 
many Myriads of Chriſtians, liwing1n the Eaſt,under the Pa- 
triarchs -of Antioch, Alexandria," Jeruſalem and Conſtanti- 
nople ; The Georgians, Armenians , Abiſſines, "Egyptians, 
Greeks, whoſe Churches the Apoltles founded , Martyrs 
water'd with their Blood; - 'the moſt Learned of the 'Fa- 
thers. cultivated with their Inſtruftions, ſo many Councils 
Honour'd ' with their Deciſions, -and which are able to vye 
their: Titles -of Antiquity and Sueceſſion'with Rowje 1t Telf. 
Now if the way to Salvation"is not to be deny'*d to theſe 
Chriſtians diſpers'd over the Eaſt, and Tetaining'the Foun- 
dations-of Chriſtianity, tho? believing nothing of the Fire 
of: Purgatory , 'the -Pomp of Papal Dignity, Tranfubſtan- 
tiation-of the Bread+into the Body-of Chrift, 'Comtmunion 
under -Ohe Kind, 'the Uſe of /Lariz or a Foreign Tongne in, 
Publick Worſhip, the neceſſary. Celibacy of the Miniſtry, 
Auricular- Codfefſion, and-the like ; why may not Salva- 
tion be-'obtain'd ib'the Society of the Reformed” Churthes, 
which-are;gather'd 'ro' Chiifſt in-the'Weſt, tho as to thoſe 
Points they-have'renounc'd the Roman Communion? Then 
_ theres another: thing which-you 'Romaniſts confeſs of your 
own accords, :that our Church Reform'd according to the 
Word of God ; leads all the Members, of its. Cottimunion 
direQly to -Chrift'; chat they may 6btain Salvarion 'in hi 
and by him ; «that choy:ioed, the ſtarving Conltiences with 
the Spiritual +Bread ofithe Divine Word, and Sacramental 
._  Kuchariſt,-call Sinners'to Repentance, and recommend to 


every .one Piety towards God, and: Charity, towards our 


1njurious to the Virgin: Mary and: the Saints. Fifthly, Be- 


_ of your Cauſe, and: the: Pillars. of this cruel: Sentence. 


_ of others; and: if: theſes Pretences: of yours be-found toibe 


Aſerted and Defended.  _ 


Neighbor.. There is: allo another: thing which they- ac-. - 
knowledge, that our Reformed Church both has and admi- 
nifters. the true Baptiſm. of Chriſt, and by means; of that, - 
Spiritually begets Sinners which are to be: Heirs of the King- 
dom:ofi Heaven ;. ſeeing; that by their own Confeſſion, our 
Children. dying: after Baptiſm recejv?d; ia our Churches, 
aſcend to Joys. Celeſtial, as may be collected from Bellarmin, 
lib. 1, de Bapt. cap. 1. 

In the mean time, I beſeech you, Venerable Sir, can 
you. tell me: what Motives they were: that lead you head- 
long; into. ſo abſurd: a Precipice.? Or what, I beleech you, 
were the Impulſive Cauſes:and Pregnant Reaſons. of ſo pre- 
poſterous. and unſeaſonable a Damning;' of our Souls.? 

If you are Ignorant, as. I ſhrewdly conjecture you. are, 

F. will rell:you- whatthey. are from your own DoCtors, who! 
have written variouſly concerning this. Queſtion, that: is to. 
ſay, That we are therefore to-be Damn'd, and are Damn'd” 
to all Eternity. Firſt, Becauſe: we are guilty of Blaſphemy-: 
againſt the: Omnipotency. of God, in the buſineſs. of the The uſual * 
Eucharilt. Secondly, Becauſe we .make God the. Author: c—_— 
of Sin. Thirdly, Becauſe we fal{ten -Deſpair upon: Chriſt; uncharitable 
when) he was: upon: the Croſs. Fourthly, Becauſe: we are J=4gment. * 


caule- we oppoſe Chaſtity, Sobriety, Mortification, Good: 
Works, the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and every-picus 
Inſtitution. And Sixthly, Becauſe we are Heretics, or at 
leaſt, Seventhly, Schilmatics. | 

Theſe are the: Imputations' which I find in. Bel{armin, 
Becamu, T irinus and'Stapleton, all Jeſuites, the t: Props: 


Nevertheleſs know, Mr. Prior, that theſe. Accuſations are 
no-' more. then. mere! Tmaginations, - and: feigned; Dreams, 
which have: no: real:Foundacion:;: agk ſhall with, alb poſſible 
brevity demon(trate-in order, both-for your own and:the ſake 
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groundleſs-and unreaſonable, there needs no more to con- 
vince you of your Error, and your ftragling from Truth 
and Charity. | 
Firſt therefore we are accuſed, as if we would limit Di- 
vine Omaipotence; and that we plainly deny it, while we. 
aſſert, that .it is impoſſible -for the Bread to be Tranſub- 
ſtantiated into the Body, or that any Body ſhould be atually 
in divers places; or that Accidents ſhould ſubſiſt withour 
a SubjeCt ; or that there ſhould. be ſome Bodies allow?d of 
that fill no ſpace. But: far be it from us tolimit the infinite 
Power of the: moſt Infinite, or in the leaſt to call it in 
queſtion, Weare ready with our Blood to ſubſcribe to the 
Apoſtles Creed, in the firſt Article whereof we profeſs to 
believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth. And this we generally add for a Concluſion to our 
ordinary Prayers; For thine is the Kingdom , the Power 
and the Glory, for ever and ever, Mat. 6.13. Thea alſo:our 
Saviour taught us,. That thoſe things are Eaſfie and Poſhble 
with God, which ſeem to Men Impoſlible. .': Let hime: 
Anathema, that calls in queſtion the Power of the moſt High ; 
who exilting of himſelf, becauſe, according to'the common 
Axiom, There is nothing in God which is not Godjitis impoſlible 
- forhimto be limited or bounded, And this Infinity we could 
| as certainly believe in the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, in 
reference to the deſtruCtion of the Bread; and ſubſtituting 
the Body of Chrift in the room of it, as it is certain and 
perſpicuous from the. Word of God, that our Bodies ſhould 
riſe at the Day of Judgment; our Faith would be dire- 
ted by the Cynoſure of Divine Will;. nor can we doubt 
but that God both could and would have done it, had he ſo 
decreed the thing to be done, as profitable and. neceſſary for 
our Salvation. | But as to' this, we find, Firſt, That: thoſe 
Sacred Myſteries which are diſtributed to us from' the Table 
of the Lord, are and remain both-in Subſtance-and Name 
» what they were, as to the Subſtance, before” the. Conſecra- 
"WIRE NO] need we t0P oduce the Tel 1mony 0 Senſes for 4 


...  Phthip you. Here it ſeems to command 4 wicked Act. There- 
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it ; our Seeing, Taſting, Feeling, Smelling, which accord- 
ing to the Opinion of certain Philoſophers, are rarely de- 
ceiv*d about their proper Obje&ts ; the Authority of St. Pau! 
is ſufficient, and beyond all Objeftion ; 1 Cor. 10, 16. The 
Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the Communion of the. 
Blood of Chriſt ? The Bread which we break, is it not the Com- 
»mnion of the Body of Chriſt ? And then again, 1 Cor. 11. 28. 
Let a man examin himſelf, and ſo let him eat of this Bread, 
and drink of this Cup. Secondly, We find that the eating 
of his Fleſh, and the drinking his Blood, is recommended 
to us by Chriſt, Joh.-6. But there, there is nothing ſpoken 
of Oral feeding, by which the Body of Chriſt is aCtually 
ſwallowed into our Bodies ; but he ſpeaks of Spiritual and 
Myſtic Eating, by which he remains 1n us, and we in him ; 
which does not come to paſs by Chewing, but by Believing ; 
not in ſwallowing down into the Stomach, but by receiving 
him with the Heart & with Faith, as Chriſt in the ſame place 
Clearly and frequently explains himſelf ; as when he ſays, 
ver. 35. He that cometh to me, ſhall never hunger, and he that 
believeth on me, ſhall never thirffs, And thus all Antiquity 
has expounded this Context of St. Fohy. And ſeveral Te- 
{timonites might be produc'd of St. Auſtin alone, among all 
the reſt of the Fathers, to the ſame purpoſe ; whoſe follow- 
ing words were taken out of his Commentaries upon St. Johz 
by Gratiar. Diſtintt, 2. Conſil. Can. 47. Why doſt thou make 
ready thy Teeth and Belly ? believe, and thou haſt eaten : For 
fo believe in him, is the ſame as to eat the living Bread ; who 
believes in him, eats him, is inviſibly fed, becauſe he inviſibly 
grows agazy, Now: that we ought to underſtand the words 
of Chriſt in this place of Myſtical and Spiritual Feeding, 
the conſtant Rule propos'd by the ſame Father, conſtrains us, 
L. 3.de Doitrin.Chriſt. c. 16. If the Scripture (faith he) ſeems to 
command an unlawful and wicked att, and to forbid a profitable 
and good deed, then it is Figurative. Unleſs you eat the Fle(b 
of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, you ſhall not have Life 
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foremt, js 4 Figure, commanding us to.communieate the Paſſion- 
of. our Saviour, audto remember. profitably. and ſweetly that his 
Kleſb was crucified andwounaded for our ſakes. But Labſtain for 
the nonce.fromfarther Explication of this Matter,ualeſs occa- 
fon ſhall:be given of vindicating this. Epiltle by a Reply, 

- Jothemean-time,. the.lole Omaipotency of-Godiis uſually 
oppov'd.to. ſo many etiettual Arguments, by which we are 
conſtrained to.a{lent. to the Qpinion.of the Antients concern- 
ing the: Sacrament , as, it God were bound. to diſplay his 
Power to. do. whatever Men fancy to themſelves ; or that 
we muſt be {aid to Blaſpheme his, Omnipotence, becauſe we 
do: not: conſent: toi their Dreams and Miracles ; whereas if 
| thoſe new, and,unprofitable; Opinions were approv'd by the 
aſſent of the Divine Will, we ſhould never meddle to.contra- 
di&this Argument taken from God's Omaipotency.But ſince 
there is nothing that can be produc'd in their favour out of 
the Teſtament of God ; -but on the contrary, ſo.many De- 
mon(ſtrations fighting againſt them, we :dare peſume to 
deſcend tothe Examinatiqn of this Argument ; Not to limit. 
the-Omnipotence of God, but to. ſhew that thoſe things 
that you Romeniſts would defend by. virtue of that, are of 
the number. of thoſe things which fall. not under the Power 
of God, not through Impotency or, want: of-Strength, but 
rhrough the-Excellency and PerfeCtion of his Power. For 
tho? God be Omnipotent, yet he-can neither Walk, nor 
Sleep; nor Die.; for: that. theſe things. would contradift the 
Perfection of his.Eflence. In this ſenſe,the Scripture teſtifies 
that God cannot lye, nor deny himſelf. Hence.it comes. to 
paſs, that tho? the. Divine-Pawer extends. it- {elf to Infinity, 
yet is-it agreed' among all Chrittians, that God cannot, do 
thole things which imply Contradiction, becauſe, he cannot. 
lye:nor deny hinfelf.. - To-rhis Truth. your, Bellarmin, gives 
his Alent, 4:6. 3. de Euch.. and, all. your Doctors. ſubſcribe 
to his Opinion. And' upon this Ground, we diſpute. with 
you, alledging, I. That it is:impoſſible that Accidents ſhauld 
exilt without any SubjeQ: ;. in regard. it 1s Eſſential, to: all 
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Accidents'to-inhere /in their 'Subjetts. Inſomuch, that by 
viftueof that inherence it is;that-an Accident 1s diſtinguiſh'd 
from Subftance. Nor can any Accident be:fancy'd without 
ſome Subje& to which it may adhere, and by which.it may 
be ſupported -; 'but that ſome ſuch Accident mult be fan- 
cy*d' which is no longer:an Accident, which implies a:Con- 
tradiction. BW. It is impoſſiblethat the Body of-Chriſt ſholud 
be. in infinite oplaces'remotely diftarit one from, another, in 
Earth, -tho*he do'not: deſcend from Heaven, whether never- 
theleſs he aſcended after this 'RefurreQion; as' it could not 
thenihave bin-that he:ſhould-have bin'in Heaven, unleſs he 
had locally and viſibly aſcetided thither from +the Earth. 
IH. It cannot be that any Body-ſhould be any)where aGtually 
and properly, -but that 1t muſt be in the ifame;place'corpo- 
really andlocally.; 'becauſe-the manner of being/ſomewhere, 
muſt 'correſpond-with the: manner of keing ſorply, which is 
the proper'mariner-of the thing in idifpute:;; nd asa Spirit 
cannot /beany'where attually-preſent;' unleſs definitely. and 
{piritually ; {oneither-can.a Body -beany where attually,pre- 
lent, but corportally and 'circumſcribdly'; Yor if-it were 
-aQually in any/place whererit were:not corporeally, then it 
would:ceaſe to be a Body. IV. Tt cannot be that the Bad 

of-Chrift ſhould at the ſame moment of-time, be-yiſible, pal- 
pable and circumſcrib'd in Heaven, and i-infinite.places of 
'the-Earth, | after another manner-inviſible, impalpable, :un- 
cireumſcrib'd, without Extenſion, and-Latentunder a-Poiat. 
V.-It is impoſſible -that; any-ſingular or indwidual /,Thing 
ſhould be multiply'd in infinite places, and-yetthe Singu- 
darity ard-Individuality remain entire, without chaving its 
Unity deſtroy?d by that multiplication, VI. .It is; impotlible 
that the Thing contain'd, ſhould: be.greater-then the Thing 
containing : :And-that the Body! of Chriſt ſhouldilye bid ug- 
.der-a fmall-Morſel of Bread, for be+{trezightned within the 
Bowels of a Mouſe;inithe fame-ſtature as ke had when he was 
-upon-the:Crolſs. !Theſe and \fuch like Miracles'as theſe, all 
ſprouting but of.the Opiniow of Tranſubſtaatiation, we'ey- 


netrate other Bodies, and {d to receive a 
' ture; rather then to give it Them. All which Expoſitions 
. of Darandws may be defended and maintain'd out of the Word 


ſd Virgin brought her Offering to Jersſatem, and m_—_— 


poſe as Impoſlibilities ; not that God wants Power, but 
becauſe thele things EPS Coantradition. And therefore 
we cannot be accuſed ot-aniy Blaſphemy againſt Divine Om- 


1POTENCY.. | Tyhy.nk : : 
About Three hundred” ago flouriſh'd Durandas de 
Santto Portiano, Biſhopof Meaux, of the Dominicas Order, 
of great: repute among the Scholaſtics, and one that Rowe 


never yet declar'd a Heretic. He affirms Contradiftory 


Penetration of Dimenſions to be impoſſible, by means of 
which two Bodies ſhall be able to poſſeſs one and the ſame 
place; and on whatever has bia produc'd tothe 
contrary;tho? taken from the-Nativity of Chriſt,his Eattance 
among the _— the Doors being ſhur, and his Aſcent 
into Heaven; affirming, Thar it is much more juſt and ra- 
tional to ſay, that the Creature gave way to the Creator; 
{6 that'the Heavens if they were folid, parted aſunder,” to 


- give free to their'Lord'; and that the Doors of the 
Houſe where th Diſciples met, miraculouſly open*d before 
- him, that fo he might more eaſily come to them ; and that 


the Womb of the Virgin was divinely dilated to facilitate 
his Nativity ; then that they ſhould oblige the Creator to pe- 
w from their Na- 


of God, Pſal.14.7,9. The Gates of Heaven are commanded 
to lift'up their Heads, that is,to fly open to Chriſt ready to 
aſcend 'into Heaven, *then under the name of the King of 
Glory entring in. | L 

Foh. 20: 26. It is not ſaid that Chrift came to his Diſci- 


ples through the Doors ſhut, but at what time the Doors 


were ſhut; of Wupar MAHT HOY. Now ſu ſe they mil be 


oper'd to him by the Miniſtry of , as the Priſon- 
Doors flew to Peter, Af.12. 10. And ds Mar. 28; 2. 
the Angel deſcended from Heaven which remov'd the Stone 


laid upon the Sepulchre. Luke 2. 23. relates, 'That the Bleſ- 
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Chriſt ſtood before the-Lord 3 - 4s it -is written in the Law of 
the Lord, That every Male \vpening the” Womb,' ſball be called 
holy to the Lord. By which Law- the Holy 'Virgin had not 
bin oblig*d,unleſs Chriſt at his Birth had open'd her Womb : 
Neither isitany Obſtacle to her perpetual Virginity, in re- 
gard ſhe never knew Man ;- and for that this Gate through 
which the Lord of Hoſts paſt, according-to the ſaying of 
Ezekiel, c. 44.2. temain'd from that time always conſtantly 
ſhut. Now ifthe Crime of Blaſphemy were never imputed 
to Durandmus,- nor any- of his Followers, for theſe Wo 
attacks upon Divine Omnipotency, why are. we reproach 
.as Enemies of the ſame Omnipotency, tor only averring the 
ſame things? Thomas Aquinas, lifted among the number of 
the Saints, vulgarly call'd the Angelical Doffor, and'to whom 
they feign that the Statue of a Crucifix:ſhould ſpeak theſe 
words at Naples ; Thos hait-written well concerning me, what 
Reward doit thou- expet#? This Aquinas, Part 3. \ Queſt. 76. 
almoſt quite _ the whole Queſtion, affirms it impoſe 
ſible and contradictory for the ſame Body to be locally and 
circumſcrib'dly in two ſeveral places; and alledges, That the 
Glorious Body it ſelf of our Saviour, catinor be locally, - vi> 
ſibly and'circumſcrib'dly but in one onty-place ; That in this 
-manner now he is not 1n any other place then in Heaven ; 
That he never is moveable and-viſible in the Euchariſt, or 
after any other manner then only Sacramentally. And where- 
as ithas bin ſaid, : that-he has bin ſeen in this moſt Auguſt 
Sacrament, undet the Form of a Boy, or of Fleſhy'or ofBlood 3 
\ That it. was neither. the Body nor [the Subſtance of Chriſt. 
Now if Thomas could not perſuade himſelf; that it was poſ: 
ſible for the Body. of Chriſt to-be locally in two different 
places, with whom Yaſques the Jeſuite,. and all the reſt at 
'this Time agree ; and which is-more, /if he'did not believe 
that thatrwhich was ſometimes ſaid to be,ſeen in the Eucha- 
rift,” was the Body and Subſtance of Chrift, or prov*d the 
local Preſence of his Body in the Sacrament ; muft we be 
 call'd Blaſphemers who are of the ſame Belief,: and conſe- 
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p ly-allerty that the ſame Body 
| . ax difletent places," in —_ 


| 
| 


_ - that he was not- the ſame Perſon he: took tinifelf, ro be. 


ly cannot be attually preſent 
gt | the actual Preſence of apy 
Body of neceflity nwuſt be Corporeal, Local and Circum- 
ferib'd ? *Tis true, I ackdowledg a certain Sacramental Pre- 
lence in the Eicharift; but different from that which, The- 
ma: has invented ;- not Phylical-and Real, but Morkl and 
Stgnificative, ; which is-agrecable-tothe Being and Nature of 
the Sacrament; as allo Super-pliyſical and Real through 
Faith,” in Vertue and Operation ; which does not require 
2. Phyſical'and Real Preſence in the Subſtance either. of the 
Pe or of the:Thing, Job. $456;: 1 Cor, 10. 3, 4: 
{Awe are undeſervedly aceus'diof Blaſphemy againſt the 
Qmnipotency,--fo are the Accuſations that follow meer Ca- 
tumtyes invented to inflame a hatred againſt us; yet themain 
Pillars to ſupport.the moſt learned Mr, Prior's Damnation of 


iether Pr0- QuiySouls, [tia Capital Crime'Fhis,and bighly deſerving to 


ants teach 


raya Av x” next tothe former... For. ic the next 
Place. you-atlere,; Mr: Prior, that we'teach, That God is the 
Author of Sin ; whence you inter that: the Devil is our God, 
and-that the Reformed go about to real from Orcws the long 
{ince: burigd-Herefies of: the: Florintgns:; and  Manicheans. 
Nay,.: the Calumny, was carried fo; high, that Berenws the 

er {ae in his Mazual Controv.. propounds this . Queſtion; 
Whether God be the Author of Sin? as one of thoſe 'which 
are controverted at this day between You and Us. And 
tho*:we-deny'd it;: and. complain'd of the, Injury done: us, 
wiſhiof Azaherid's to all that teach, That God is the Author 
of Sit, yet-the Imputation: continues, and our Adyertaries 
would fain perſuade us that we believe otherwiſe then really 
we do. As Mercarie in Plantus would have peritaded Spſias 


Aowever,: do but 'turn over the' Confeſſions -of Faith, the 
Forms of Coiiſent, the: Public: Catechiſms of :vur: Church, 
and try whether you. can find in them-any thing that ſayours 
in the leaſt of that Impiety. . Come to our boly Afembhies, 


vouchlaſe to. hear -our Sermons, and try whether you. can 


_—_ ; $}'V Y Ly > " 


_— 


= aS. , 4 "* }- 
" / "J o« f i / 8 a  & 5 &. F 1 £5 - - = 
_- 


fied 'any' ſuchithing there. ;' nay whetherwe-do.not;op 

and' profeſiedly teach the” contrary, as often45:occationrots 
fers. 'So faf' are our Churches 'from this: Blaſpltiemy;i thao 
they-exprefly and in formal Terms reject this. Propoſition, 
That God is the Author of Sin, Confeſſ. Gal. Art. 8.'& Belg. 
Art. 1}. © They - wholay this-co' our Charge, acknowledy 
that it is' Afirnd by none of us ; —_ by certain Conſe- 
quences they would W ire-draw it from ſome Sentences of our 
Doors ; acknowledging nevertheleſs,that Zzinglins, Mar- 
tzr, Calvin and Beza, whom you have charged as guilty of 
this Crime, exprelly and in formal Terms have condemn'd 
that impious Axiom in their Writings ; and whoſe: Tefti- 
momes alſo your Doftors produce, as 1s to be ſeen in Bel/ay« 
min de ami erat. l.2.c.2. and in Becanus after him, /. 3. 
Mannal. Cont. l.}.c. 5. queſt. 6.y. 4. Nay, Calvin himſelf, 
againlt whom neverthelels you have the greateſt Peek, ' 1s 
acknowledg%d by your” DoCtors, to have moſt :eftQtually 
_— the ſame Impiery againſt the Libertines that: up+ 

it, 

Truly ſince the Romanifs at this day will not allow that to 
be'#n Axiom of Faith, which is:not to be* found literally 
in Scripture; but" is only* deduc'd* from -a certain frind:.of 
Confequence;"That which is not 'tannot be, that they ſhould 
juſtly attribute to- ſome of ours this Aﬀſertion, That God 7s 
the Author of Sin ; becauſe it ſeems to be conſequentially 
deduc'd from ſome of their Sayings, ſeeingiit is not only an 
where exprefly -Extant in-any of their Writings; bur is alſo 
expreſly '1n' plain words refuted and rejeted by the ſame 
Authors. So that if every one ought to be the Interpreter 
of his own words, we are rather to beliehe our own Authors 
as to their Senſe , then their Adverſaries ; who do not 
condemn them for what they have ſaid, butwichenvious - 
Eyes induftriouſly ſearch ant prie into their Writings to find 
out Flaws and Pretences of rejeQting arid condemning them. 
-- Qurs therefore are deſirous to maintain that all the Works 

er God were known tahim from Eternity, A&. x 5. 18; that _ 
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nothing: lyes conceal'd from him, and that nothing ha 
pens1n- the. World without foal ſecret Diſpen tion 
of his: -' That 'he 1s: not what Epicurus dream'd him to 
be, -a {lothful SpeQtator of thoſe things- which are tranſ- 
aQed inthe World ; but that his Eternal Providence fits 
atthe/Helm; and thar he; ſteers and governs the Ship as he 
pleaſes himſelf. . In him we have our Being, live and move, 
as' St. Paul teaches us, Af. 17. 28. Alſo that our Sins 
and Tranſgrefſions-of his Law are ſubje&ed to the Govern- 
ment of his moſt ſecret Counſels ; as Poyſons may be whol- 
fomly and profitably adminiſtred by: a prudent Phyſitian ; 
and as the Sun-beams diffuſe themſelves over Mud, and 
penetrate rotten Carkaſſes, without being defiled. That 
God often puniſhes Sins by Sins ; and that not only the 
Hearts of Kings are 1n his hands, as So/omos tells us, Prov. 
21.1. but univerſally of all Mankind, like a ftream of Waters, 
ſo that he may. incline them which way he pleaſes. Laſtly, 
after a ponderfot and mioſt inefſable manner, as St. Auſtin ſpeaks, 
Enchirid. c. 120. That what is done contrary to bis Will, is not 
always done without his Will ; becauſe it could not be done, if 
he did not permit it ; neither. does he permit againſt his Will, 
but' voluntarily. As he is Good, ' he would not permit Evils to 
be done ; unleſs as he is Ommipotent, he could bring Good out of 
Evil. Now tho' ſome of ours, defirous to explain themſelves 
concetning theſe moſt conſtant and perpetual Truths, have 
made uſe: of ſome Expreſſions ſomewhat harſh, they are 
not therefore preſently. to be condemn'd ; - much lels are 
others to faſten upon them whatever may be ſ{queez'd from 
their Sayings' by certain violent and malitious Conſequences. 
But what Sayings of our Divines will you Romaniſts pro- 
duce, togive credit to your Calumanies, the like to which 
I will not ſhew-you in Scripture? Joſeph, Ger 20, 50, ſaid 
to'his Brethren, That the ſame evil which they had contriv'd 
againſt him, God had contriv'd for the beſt, to the preſervation 
of # mighty People ; that is to ſay, Divine Providence con- 
curring withtheir Theft; and making ule of it to a wholfom 
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end. The Lord himſelf teſtifies,' Exod. 10; x. That” her ex-. 
aſper ated and hardewd the heart of Pharaoh and his Servants, 
tho? Moſes had wrought all his Miracles in the midſt of them. 
By Nathan, 2Sem. 12.11, 12. hedeclar'd to David, That 
he would ſtir up evil againſt him'out of his own houſe, and that; » 
he would ſs his Wrvoes to be raviſhed before his face, and de- 
liver them to his Servants, who ſhould lye with them in the open 
Sun; adding alſo theſe words, Thou didft this ſecretly, but I 
will do this thing before all Iſrael, and before the Sun. Such 
like Expreſſions are to be met with, 1/as. 6. 10. and ef I7. 
AF. 4. 27. Rom. 1.24." And wouldT be prolix, I could de- 
monſtrate, that there has been nothin ſid by Ours 1in this 
Matter, but that much harſher has fallen from the Pens of 
the moſt learned Men in your Church ; nay, what whole 
Societies maintain at this day in the very Boſom of it. Let 
one ſerve for all ; thats to ſay Be/larmin, who, 1. 2. de amiſſ. 
Grat.c. 13. thus goes on ; God does not only permit the Wicked 
to commit many Evils, neither does he only forſake the Goaly, 
that they may be conftrain'd to uffer what ever injuries the 
Wicked ſhall offer them ; but alſo he 4Eu over thoſe evil and 
malicious Wills, rules and governs them, twiſts and bends them 
by working in them inviſibly ; ſo that altho? they be evil out of 
their own vitious Inclinations, yet they are diſpos'd by Divine 
Providence more t0 one ſort of Miſchief then another. 

NI. As it cannot be without extreme Injury faid of us, 
That we make God the Author of Sin ; ſoit is no leſs maliciouſly 
fixed upon us, in your Church, to the end you may have a | 
Pretence the more freely to condemn us, that we maintain, 

That Chriſt deſpair'd upon the Croſs, and that the grievous Concernir 
Torments which he felt in his Body, would have little availd, args : 
unleſs he had alſo ſuffer'd in his Soul the Pangs and Tor- Croſs. | 
ments of the Damn'd. But look upon the Tenth Section of | 
the Gallicen Catechiſm, where the contrary is exprelly aſler- 
ted ; that is to ſay, that Chriſt ſtjll, hop'd in God in the 
midft of all his Agonies, .even then when he cry*d out in 
[the depth of all his Woes, My God, My God, why haſt theu 
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forſaken me ?f As ab his Father had big in wrath with him, 
and- had? deſcrted'\him.' © It-behov*d - Chriſt, to_ the end he 
mig hit free the Souls together with-the Bodies, to ſuffer the 
Puniſhmeatof our Sins, as well-in his Soul as in his Body, The 
molt ' Learned among. you ir this Point; are of the ſanie 
Opinion with us. Cardinal Cyſanus, Exercit. Spirit. 1,10. 
ex Serm. Qui per Spiritur, has utter'd thoſe things upon this 
Subjet, without any \Cenſure 'of your- Church , which 
would have been adjug'd Blaſphemous and Impious in the 
Reformed, had they dropt from their Pens. - 7 he Paſſion of 
Chriſt (lays he) zhen' which none could be greater,” was like 
that of the Damn'd, that cannot be more damn'd ; that is to 
fay,' even to the Torments: of Hell.' 'In his: behalf ſays the 
Prophet David, T he pains-of Hell compaſs'd' me about, never- 
theleſs thou haſt brought my Soul out of Hell, But he is the 
only Perſon who through-ſuch'a. Death enter*d into that Glory, 
That ſame Pain of Senſe conformable to the-Pains of Hell, -he 
was certainly reſol a to-ſuffer, to the Glory of God the Father ; 
that he might ſbew, that he was to Obey him to the extremity. of 
Puniſhment. For this is to glorifie God by all paſte manner 
of neeans. . And thus our Juſtification comes ſolely from Chriſt, 
For we Sinners in Him diſcharge the debt of $.8.hy Torment's 
which we juſtly deſerve; that ſo we. may attain to the Reſur- 
reftion of Life. Suarez alſd, of the fame Order, in 3 Thoys, 
" "M 52. Art. 4. Diſput. 43. Seit 1, relates out of Medina, 
ar ſome Catholics believ'd, that Chriſt ſuffer'd autwardly 
ſome Pains of the Damned in Hell," yet not-in the ſame 'man- 
ner as the Damned ſuffer; that is to'ſay, againſt their Wills, 
or with Diforder and Confuſion, but out of | extraordinary. Cha- 
7ity. What more have ever any. of Ours ſaid, not to oftend 
Chriſt, but out-of a deſire to {eek the Fountain of 'Sweet- 
nefsin the Bitterneſs of his Woes; the Harvelt -of Joy-n 
-his Sadneſs, \ Security of Heart in his. Horrors; and thereby 
toacknowledpe his'Viftory' the more Illuftrious, by how . 
much the Combat was more Terrible which he undertook; 
and the 'Triumph' the more Glorious, by how. much the 
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more Dreadful the.Labors were: that he ſultain'd ? 'Bur 
from the Pens of which of Qurs dropt any thing like that, 
which 'Fohz Ferms both taught and wrote upon this , Sub- 
ject ? By Birth a Teutomic- (lays Sixtus Senenſis, a Donumnican 
Biblioth. 4,4.) of tbe Order of Minors, Preacher. iz the Chief 
Church at Mentz, 4 Perſon bighly learned in Theology, endu'd 
with a ſingular Eloquence, whoſe Equal in the duty of  Evange- 
lical Preaching the Catholic German Churches at this time have 
not to ſbem, becauſe he wrote in 4 more free and-polite fie 
Pious and Learned Meditations, accordeng to-the Catholic 
Dodtrin, This Man therefore upon Mat. 27. diſcourſin 
of.Chriſt's Exclamation upon the Croſs, has thels'Expret- 
lions ; Chriſt at this howr put off God, not by Expoſing. himſelf, | 
but by not Feeling ; he ſet aſide the Father, that be might att 
the Man, Thus God the Father now does not att the part of. 4 | 
Father, bus of a Tyrant, tho is the mean time he had a. moſt 
tenacr. Aﬀettion- for Chriſt. And jn-another place ; Chriſt, 
that he might ſet Sinners free, put himſelf 'in the place of all 
Sraners'; not Stealing, nor committing Adultery, nor Mur 
ther, &c. but tranſlating to himſelf the IV ages, Puniſhmen 
and Deſerts of Sinzers, which axe Cold,;; Heat, Hunger, T his 
Dread of Death, 'Dread of Hell, Diſpair,. Reath,. and He 
it felf ;. that he might overcome Hunger by: Hunger, Teny 
Fear, Horror by Horror, Deſpeer by Deſpair, Death by Deap, 
Hell by. Hell, and in 4 word, Satan by Stan, Go thien, Ree- | 
rend My. Prior, and; bring me any. Reformed Doctor that = 
ever. talk'd' at this-rate, which nevertheleſs in - Ferus the 
Monk never. any of your \Party cenſur'd. for Blaſphemy. |. 

IV. Theſe more grievous Calumnies wag thus wip'd 
off, the reſt that remain behind are too ſlight 'for, mz-to 
ipend much time inrefuting them. The moſt of ;yqur Party i 
cry out, That we deſerve to, þe.:daman'd, becauſe we. arc hw. ic 
Enemies. tothe | Bleiſed Virgia and. rhe Saints, 45. al{o;t0 mics to th 
Mortification, cc. Are we to be traduc'd as Enemies to nes: Vir 
the Bleſſed Virgina, who underſtand that we cannot be fo, "xe 

but we mult ceaſe to be Chriſtians, who believe her now. 
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in Heaven, enjoying Celeſtial. Glory near her Son ? Who 
know that on Earth ſhe was the truly happy and bleſſed 
Mother of our Lord and Savior ? Are we to be accounted 
the Siints Enemies, who boaſt of their Communion in our 
Creed, and by the Imitation of their Examples, as much 
as in uslyes, labour up the ſame Hill to the ſame Reward ? 
But you will ſay, That we Reformed do not adore the 
Bleſfed Virgin, nor the Shrines of the Saints, cc. I An- 
{wer, That we abſtain from that fort of Worſhip, not out 
of hatred or contempt of the Bleſſed Virgin, but leſt we 
ſhould offend them, by paying to them that Religious Wor- 
Thip which is only due ro God. The Faithful in the 0/4 
Teſtament, never gave theſe Honors to the” Prophets and 
\Patriarchs deceas'd , and yet they. were never accounted 
heir Adyerſaries. For four hundred years together there 
no ſuch/Adoration usd inthe Primitive Church. And 
tiquity anathematiz'd the Collyridiens leaning that way, 
ind faluting the Holy Virgin by the Title of Queen of Heaven, 
s we find in Epiphanius, FHereſ. 79. cont. Collyrid. The 
ody of Mary was really Holy, but no God. She was really a 
dirgin, and an honourable Virgin; but not intended for our 
ation, in regard that ſbe ador'd him that was - of hey 

. - And'moreover by the Example of the Angel refuſin 

Aloration and Worſhip from'Johr, he proves; That muc 
Zeþ-the Virgin Mary either deſires or ought to be Worſhip'd. 
* what he aid icularly of the Virgin, that did 
Sti Juſtin affirm ar the ſame-time concerning all the Saints ; 
that is to ſay, That they are 16 be Honoyr d in' reſpet# of Imi- 
ration, not q be Worſbip'd in reſpet# of Religion ; 1. de vera 

Rehg; cult. '- 

. Neither can they find\any thing inus, that is repug- 
nant to Chaſtity', Sobriety ,”Mortification of the Fleſh, 
and' Study of 'Good Works: -| For to all theſe things we 
Paſtors frequently and canis in our Pulpits exhort our 
N God do the live, - that we 


or by the Grace 0 


Flocks. Ol 
ſhould be-thought to have 'proclaim'd open War to all _ 
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Vertue and Godlineſs, For our not allowing that Law 
of Celibacy, 1o burthenſon to the Clergy, is no hatred of 
Chaſtity, when Celibacy it ſelf is that which has turn'd 
away ſo many, and ſtill hurries multitudes from the true 
Paths of. Chaſtity. Inſomuch as Pw II, as Platina relates 
in his Life, was wont to lay, That Wedlock was deny'd 
the Prieſts upon good Grounds, but that for better Reaſons it 
ought to be reflor'd them. | x ag 
We are not averſe to Sobriety and Faſting, becauſe we 
reject thole ſuperſtitious Obſervations ; upon the Preſcribing 
of which the ſame: thing is {aid to us, as formerly they 
us'd to ſay , againſt whom the Apoſtle writes, Col.2.21.Eat 
not, taſte not, touch not ; and to which, upon the {core of our 
Conſciences, we cannot-ſubmit.' Not that we are fo addicted . 
to luxurious Lives, or ſo ſtudious to indulge our Appetites ; 
but becauſe they put a Bridle upon our Conſciences, con- 
trary. to the. Liberty purchas'd us in Chriſt ; and conſti- 
rute the, Efſence of Faſting, not in humbling the Mind 
before God, and Veneration of his Deity ; but in the nice 
Choice of ſome ſorts of Meats, and Rejecting others ; and 
becauſe they affirm, that by ſuch bodily Exerciſes, and ſuch. 
kind of Diet, our Sins may be Expiated, and that M 
'thereby merit Eternal Life. We do:not hate: the Mortifi- 
cation of the Old Man; while we -reject the. publick 
Whippings and affteQed Macerations of thoſe who. had 
rather exerciſe Cruelty upon Nature, thea correct the 
Corruption of it, and who ſeem to ;bear a- hatred . to 
their own. Fleſh , - contrary to that of- the Apoſtle, Eph. 
5.29. Whereas they ; onght' rather. to. ſubmit the Aﬀecti- 
ons of their Hearts to the Will of God. For it, it were 
{o much a Duty to Chaſtize and Enſlave your outward and 
viſible Bodies, the Baalztes, Brachmans, Prieſts of the Syria 
Goddeſs, the Mahometan Monks, and thole Whipſters 
which about Two hundred.years ago the Roman Church 
numbred in the' Liſt of Heretics, have outdone and {till 
.outdo you 1n thoſe Rigorous Exerciſes. But the Body which 
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thou art to'ſubdue, is the Body of Sin; and 'the Members 


to be extirpated, are the Vices of it, as the Apoſtle fays, 
Col. 4. 5. Mortifie your Members which areupon earth ; Forni- 
cation, "Uncleanneſs, inordinate Aﬀettion, evil Concupiſcence, 
and Covetoufneſs, which is Tdolatry. Laſtly; it is nohating 
of Good Works, to pronounce them neceflary for Salva- 


tion yer fo, *thatithey may but only be the way to the 


Kingdom, and not the. Cauſe of Reigning ; the cauſe of 
our Salvation. being ſolely aſcrib'd. to the Mercy and Grace 
of -God 'in Jeſus Chriſt , and by no means to our own 
Merits, joyn'd with his, as f they could be Afifſtant to- 
ward fo great a'Benefir. But would to God, that ſetting 
aſide thele Controverſies about the Uſe of Good Works, 
we- could-but give our Minds both 'of us to praQtice them 
with a '{incere Charity ; then Mr. Prior would not be {bo 
jghly -exorbitant in his Unchriſtianlike Judgment con- 
eerning- us. Then again, how can any Hatred of the moſt 
facred "Euchariſt be affixed upon the Reformed, who urge 
nothing ſo much as the entire'taking of it under Both Kinds, 
in conformity tothe Inſtitution of Chriſt ;. and who believe 
concerning it, 'both 'what the Scripture holds forth, and 
what /the Fathers-of the Ancient Church deliver ? But it is 
no. hatred 6f this m6ſt Auguſt Sacrament, to refuſe ro Kneel 
to it; 'and'to payithe higheſt degree of Veneration to- ir, as 
it-is theCoftorn in your Rowan Church.- We abſtain'from 
this Adoration-of the Euchariſt, left we ſhould pay to the 
Creature, what's 'only owing 'to'God. | The [Sacraments 


Jy Things, which are'tobe'lookt upon with Decency 
and 'Reverence, bur not to'be Ador'd. ' The Brazen Ser- 
pent among the -1/reelites was a ſacred Thing, and as it 
were the permanent Sacrament of our future Redemption 
by the Croſs of [/Chrift ; but yet the 1/raelites were Idola- 
ters, ſo: ſoon asthey began to Adore-it and Worſhipit with 
Frarikincenfe, © We do not read that the Apoſtles Wor- 
Fhipt this Sacrament. - Chriſt indeed -is tobe Ador'd in the 
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_. of this Sacrament, as in every Religious Performance; - 


- 


and in that ſenfs itis-true-what'St. Auſtin fays upon 'P/rg8; 
Let no man eat his fleſh, unleſs he have firſt ador'd ; whit 
words, Glofſ. decret. in Can, Acteſſerunt & drftintt: 2. of Con+ 
ſecration, are interpreted of Spiritual Eating: ; ſo-that: he 
thence infers an Argument, That no:Monſe can receive the 
Body of Chriſt But” rhe Sacrament it felf cannot be the 
Object of our Adoration, nor- can the*Preſence of the Body 
of Chriſt'in the Sacrament be the Ground of it. Such zs the 
miſerable Servitude of the Soul fo take Signs aid Symbols for 
Realities ; ſo that it cannot lift up the: Eye of the Mind above 
_ the Corporeal Creature to recerve Eternal” Light, as St. Auſtin 
lays;l#b. 3. de DofFrin; Chriſt. c.5. Without doubt Antiquity 
never knew what Adoration of the Sacrament meant ; and 
as little: known to them was that Modern PraCttice-of cars 
rying it about the Streets, or of ereCting to it, in the Hig! . 
ways, Altars. hung about with Tapeſtry, or of ſhewit 
it to the People at ceftain Hburs of the Day, when the Maſs 
is not celebrated. At that time it was diſtributed to the 
People either Sitting or Standing, generally upon the Lord's 
Days, when it was chiefly admimiſtred; as appears out-of 
Tuſtin, Apol. 2. but'never Kneeling ; becanſt it was a'Crime 
among the Primitive' Chriſtians to Kneel upon the Lord's 
Day , as all the Learned agree. Nor do the 'Romanifts - 
deny but that there is: ſome danger of Idolatry in this Ado- © 
ration ; becauſe that many things are requir'din Tranfub- 
ſkantiation, which whether they are really {0 as they 'ought 
to be; 15 not evidently- apparent to' any *Man. + Therefore 
the Famous Bze/, /e#, 50. in Car. letter 0, propoſes to'him- 
ſelf this difficulty ; Becauſe an Error may happen in Confe- 
cration.,, by means of which the effetF of the Conſecration ts 
hingred' ; as if the Perſon that- Conſecrates be no” Prieft ; or 
berauſe he errs in Form, or becanſe the'due Intention is want- 
ing ; nortan he that ſtands by, beſure that a 'Tranſubſtamiation 
#5 made ; no nor the Preeft' that celebrates ; becauſe he is not 
| abſolately tertain whither he be' a Prieſ# or ' no, in'regard the 
.... Intention of his Ordainer is not poſitively known'to-baws 5 all” 
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which thipgs tonſider'd, how can he that Adores the Sacrament, 
avoid the danger of mpg ? For if he adores an unconſecrated 
Hoſt, which he thinks to be conſecrated, he commits Idolatry. 
Nor does: he propound any other Remedy to. eſcape this 
danger.of.Idolatry, then a Conditional Adoration ; which 
whether. it -pleaſes your modern Dottors or no, I know 
not. Theſe are his words, Litt. R. Reſp. Secundum Alex. 
part. 3. queſt. 30. memb. 3. art. 1. ſecs 3. and after him Bi- 
ſhop Thomas, and St. Bonaventure in 3, diſtinit. 9. © That 
«* the Holt or Euchariſt upon the Altar ought to be ador'd, 
*. upon copdition, that all things requiſite to the Conſecra- 
« tion, are-ſo as they ought to be, Since then the Adoration 
of -the Sacrament 1s dub:ous and dangerous, , we. of. the Re- 
formed Church are not to be accounted Enemies of the 
Sacrament, becauſe we do not adore it , following that 
courſe which. is ſafeſt and voidof all . danger, leſt we 
ſhould adore . what we know not, like ,the Samaritans of 
old, John 4. | | 
: Laftly , We cannot be traduc'd. for being Enemies to any 
rofeſs*'d legal Order, whether Political or Eccleſiaſtical ; 
ince-1t is our deſire that all things ſhould be done decently 
and regularly in the Church, according to the Apoſtolic 
Precept,' 1 Cor. 4:40. ' And for that we preſs nothing more 
urgently in the Public Government, then due Obedience 
to the Magiſtrates, ignorant of the dangerous ASonuly 
our Roman Church, which tear up by the Roots the Au 
thority of Princes , . and ſubje&t the Heads and Diadems 
of. Kings and Emperors to the Mitre and-Feet. of. the Pope. 
Nay, -we are 1n this Point ſo rigid in our Duty, that Bellar- 
min 0 prays That we give too much Power to Magiſtrates, 
c. 17: de Lajcis. But becauſe . we hold, That the Laws. of 
Mer do not bind the. Conſcience, it is not to be_taken in ſuch 
a ſenſe, as if we deny'd, That Mer were to be obey'd,. becauſe 
of our Conſciences ; but only as making this Jiffercoce be- 
tween Human and Divine Laws, That the latter only bind 


I/Jerte 2d and Defended.” 


And Bellarmin,c. 9, de Laicis, confelles 3 John Gerſon, Chan- 
cellor of the Academy of Paris, de wit, Spirit, Lect, 4, and 
Jacobus Almain, a Doctor of the Sorboun, de Proteſtat. Ec- 
cleſie, queſt. 1. cap. 10. both Famous Men, and neither of them 
taxed- with any Error in Faith, Vaal ed. 30 x0 
We do not allow ſo many Rites and. Ceremonies 1a the. 
Church, not out of any hatred of Order and Decency, .but 
out of a juſt abhorrence of Tyranny and Suſperitition. The 
more Night comes on, the more the Darkneſs encreaſes.. 
Multitude of Ceremoniesare ſo far from helping, that they 
ſtifle Piety. If the. Roman Pontiff preſs'd no more then only 
a certain Primacy among the Biſhops of the Welt,for Orders 
lake ; and that by a politive Human and. not Divine. Law, 
he might then perhaps have ſome Pretence to complain of 
us, - for refuſing to acknowledge ſuch a Primacy, as Ene- 
mies to Order in the Church ; and yet: there,might be a 
Decency obſerv*d therein, without any ſuch Primacy, : as 
is apparent from the Example of our Churches. But we: 
are not, to be accus'd of Deſpiſing Order, while we only. re- 
ject his Authority ; in regard he arrogates to himſelf an. 
abſolute; Primacy, in the: Univyerſal.,Church, ,not only of 
Order, but of Power, Authority and, Juriſdiction; by: 
virtue of which he-pretends-to be Monarch of. the whole 
Church jure Divino, contrary-to the Saying of. St. Cyprian, 
de Simpl. prel. A Biſhoprick is that, of which. a part is held by. 
ſeveral in particular to make up the. whole. > . 
Thus far - we , have.diſcuſs*d the more weighty and more 
heavy Calumaies which are caſt upon the Proreſtants by the 
Romaniſts, on purpoſe to render them odious to the People, 
and that they may have ſome Pretence todeliver them up ta 


. the Flames of Hell. Now there are ſome other Motives of 


this raſh Judgment to be examin'd,: that there may not the 
leaſt ſhadow of Reaſon remain to ſupport it, There is no Name 
by which we are more frequently mark'd out, then that of 
Feeretics ; and-under this Title you, Mr. Prior, Anathema- 

_ bize us, tho? not the Firſt, For the Pope every year, | in his 
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Bill'envitPd, Ces Domini, brandiſhes his Tlinnder of Ex- 
commuication (over our Heads, and' Interdifts us from all 
Society with' RymanCartholics , fo that they dare nor either 
read* our: Books, or: hear our Sermons. Where-ever the 


Rigor of the — reigns, onr People are hurry'd be- 


fore its cruel” Tribunal, as ro'the Altars of Buſiris, and the 
Riman Do&ors preſently Preach: tous the Axioms of. their 
School ; © That 'Heretics and* Excommunicated Petfons, 
«;pſo fatto, loſe the Dominion and Property of their Goods 
«©and Eſtates; That they are incapable of all lawful Ju- 


_ *riftfiction ;* That they do more harm in a Common- 
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«wealth then Whores; nay then Jews and Turks ; ſo 
«that ris better to tolerate Brothel-houſes and Synagogues 
<«< then their Meetings: That for this reaſon the Pope has 
« Power to.deprive Kings of their Dignity ; to abfolve Sub- 
% ;e&s from-their- Oiths of Fidelity given to the Magiſtrates: 
&That'a Hugband may forſake his Wife upon this account, 
* if the preſume'to bring up the Children, common to both, 
« in: Herefie, altho” the Husband had condeſcended; and 
« engaged his Promiſe upon the Contratt of Mitriage. 
of Laſt , . That Faith- given to , Heretics, may be violated 
«© without-any remorſe of Conſcience. POV” 
However'T maintain this'Crime of Hereſieto be unjuſtly, 
and out of: meer Calumny ' fixed upon Us, the word being 
taken-in that Senſe, wherein the Scripture condemns* He. 
relie ;, as when St. Pazl reck*ns it. among the Pruzzs of the-- 
Flefs; Gal.'5: 26; and- commands Titus to rejett 'a Heyeric, 
Tir. 3. 10. I'hy Proteſtants are no Heretics' in that ſenſe 
wherein Herefie, is condemn'd*in Scripture. Certain it. is, 
that the Signification of this word 1s in general more. dif. 
fus'd among the Antients, .and in particular more largely 
us'd among the Romanifts, and'that among both-they are 
frequently tax'd'of* Hereſie,, who according to the Scripture 
are very remote it. Firſt in general among the An- 


tients. : For -Philsftrius: Biſhop of Breſtia, Contempora 


with St. Awbroſe, reck'ns for Herelic the Opinion of tho 


'- 
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that attribured 'the Epiſtle 'to the Hebrews, to Clement or 
Barnabas ; alſo the Opinion'of them that affirm's rhe Stars 
to be fix*'d intheir Celeſtial Globes. Whether or no were 
the Quartodecimans juſtly deem'd Heretics, becauſe they 
would have Eaxfter to be preciſely celebrated upon the Four- 
'teenth Moon ? For this was the Opibicn of 'all the Churches 
of Aſia the' Jeſs, and 'which 'Polyerates, a holy Man, ftifly 
maintains from Apoftolical Tradition. And when Vi#or 
Biſhop of Rome, 'preſum'd, about Two hundred years after 
Chriſt , for 'that reaſon 'to Excommunicate the Aſiaric 
Churches ; that is to fay, to renounce Communign' with 
them ; Irene: of Lyons ſharply reprov*d'him, as theEpiltles 
of Polycrates and Trenzus extant about 'this Matter ' in *Ex- 
ſebins, declare, Hiſt. Eccleſe l. 5. c. 23,6 24. Was Attits 
deſervedly numbred among the Heretics , becauſe the -ac- 
knowledg'd -no difference, jure Divino, between a Bifhap 
and a Presbyter ? For it is not (evident that the'Scripture 
acknowledges any ſuch difference ; -andthat'St,Ferom upon 
cap. 2.0f the Epiftle to Titus, was plainly of "the fame 
Opinion ; nay, and according to Meds in Bellarmin, That 
St. Ambroſe, St. Auſtin, Sedulims, Primaſins, and: other the 
.moſt Famous Fathers of the Church, were all'of the'fame - 
Fudgmentr. mend BHIOLT 1 HU 
Then again, without queſtion, Rowe does no way ap- 
prove the Ancients for numbring the Azgelics among the - 
Heretics, becauſe they gave Religious Worſhip-to Angels, 
which ſhe herſelf detends';-or thoſe who'by'St. Auſtin ate 
call d Nuzipedales, 'or Pattatorynehites'; againſt the former 
of which-it is objeted, That they went Bare-foot, ſeeing 
that at this day this is one-of 'the greateſt Marks of ex- 
traordinary SanCtity among you Romaniſts, The other 
are tax'd to have profeſsda certain ſort of Religious Silence, 
” Which the Carthuſian Monks however make no ſmall part of 
"their Glory. Or the Collyridians of Epiphanius, Hereſ. 79. 
_ who, offer'd to the Bleſſed Virgin little Cakes or Wiggs, 
' in Greek cald xa, and gave her the Title of Queer of 


"IcAVER "I" 


. ever ſince. John XX 


WP 


Heaven AWhich they. that now-refuſe to do, are all ac- 
counted Heretics. Or. the Starolatre of  Nicephorus, Hiſt. 
L. 18.c. 54. who, as the Name imports, worſhipt the Croſs ; 
which moſt of you aflert is a Duty to be done ; Greeſer the 
Jeluite affirming, who in that, follows Thomas , Cajetan, 
Valentia and Vaſquez,: that it- is the more common Opinion 

. among thole of his Religion, /. 1. de Cruce, c. 49. 

©» More parzcelarly among the Modern Romaziſts under Gye- 
gory V.Il. The Collation of Benefices by Princes, and by 
Ceſar, was call'd the Simonian and Henrician Herelie, And 
as often as.in Matters meerly Political any difference hap- 

. pen'd betwen the;Kings and Emperors, and the: Biſhops of 

. Reap, Dor geplar'd them. Heretics. Thus Bonzface VIII, 
declar'd Philip the Fair, King of France, a Heretic, becauſe 


. he ſent none of his Soldiers to the Holy War. Thus Johr 


_Altres, King of Navar, was declar'd a Heretic by Jalius 1I, 
/becauſe.he took;part with Lewis XII, tho? the Quarrel was 
not about Matter of Faith ; .and. by virtue of that Condem- 
nation he'loſt -his: Kingdom, which the- Spaniard has kept 
DB. i pronounced Lewis of Bavaria, the 
OESTOr, a Heretic, becauſe he defended the Cauſe of the 


+ $ranciſcans;| at-that time out of the Pope's Favour ; but 
more particularly that of Ockam. I forbear to mention any 


| 1More.. ; ' 
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. We mult therefore reſtrain the Signification of this word, - 


-and. alittle more diligently examin who is properly a Here- 


tic, to.the,gnd we: may the more eafily prove the Proteſtants 
not to be gyilty.of this Crime:  . **AnHeretic (in my -Opi- 


-< nion)-is one who for. the. ſake of Zofuporal Profic, . but 


« chiefly of Honor and Supremacy, or of Lordſhip, either 


<* founds or follows Falſe and New Opinions. Thus St. 4#- 


ſein, de utilitate ad cred. Honor.c.1. Now in this fenſe we are 
not Heretics: For tho' the Opinions were Falſe which we-up- 
hold, yet we could not be {aid to follow them for the ſake 
of any Temporal Profit, more eſpecially of Honor or Supre- 
, but only for. the obtaining of Salvation , and i 
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the only Motive of our Conſctences ; in regard' it is: plain 
to allrhe World, that God has annexed to our Profeſſion 
Reproach, the Croſs and Poverty ; and'that the: Proteſtants 
qiten. experience the Truth of that Sentence of St. Paul, 
Al that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution, 
2 Tim. 3.12. Let Cardinal Be/larmiz come in for a ſhare 
too. Why ? - Becauſe he has lit upon. a moſt powerful. » 
means for me to demonſtrate to Mr. Prior, That We are 
wo HERETICS. He therefore, c. 8. de nor. Eccleſ. go- 
ing about to prove, that there is no Church among the 
Greeks, notwithſtanding the continued Succeſhon- of their 
Biſhops from the Apoſtles . time ; at leaſt from the Reign of 
Conſtentize the Great, under whom he believes the Conſtan- 
tixppolitan Church began, ſays, © That the Greeks were 
« lawfully convicted in three full Councils, the Laterar, 
<« that of Lyors, and the other of Florence, of Hereſie and 
<« Schiſm, more eſpecially ofthe Hereſfieabout the Proceeding 
<« of the Holy Ghoſt from the Son. This Queſtion about the 
Proceeding of the Holy Ghoſt, I do not pretend to enter into ; 
nor dolI te any great difference between the Latirs, affirm- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt to proceed from the Father and the Son ; 
and the Greeks, alledging that He proceeds from the Father 
through the Son. This is that which'I think worthy Ob- 
ſervation, That after all-the Tridentiz Deciſions, whereby 
the- greateſt part of the Opinions of our Churches were 
condem'd for Herefies, Bel/armin attributes no other Hereſie 
to the Greeks, beſides that of the Proceeding of -the Holy 
Ghoſt.” 'Whence it follows, that among-the Greeks, the 
Marriage of Prieſts, Communicating: under Both ' Kinds, 
and with Leavened Bread ; .the Rejecting Extreme UnCtion, 
Auricular Conteffion, Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, and 
Pontifical Monarchy, were no Herefies ; in all which the 
Orientals agree with us, Now if theſe Articles of the Greeks 
had bin Heretical, how comes it to paſs that the Lateran, 
'Lyons and Florentine Councils, which enquir'd into their 
Errors, paſt them by ? But if- they were not Heretical 
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Truth and- the Fear of God, But.in reſpett 


Arguments 0 


among the Greeks in the Eaſt, why ſhould they be ſo among . 
the Proteftaxts in the Weſt ? If among the Greeks itibe no 
Hereſie, but only a Schiſm to reject the Papal Authority, 
and to ſhake off his Yoke, why muſt it be a pernicious and 
capital Hereſie among the Proteffiants ? Neither is it to-be 
doubted, but that if the Greeks would have ſubjeted them- 
ſelves in the Lateran Council tothe See of Rowe, all theabove- 
mentioned Articles, except the denial-of the Pope's Supre+ 
macy , had been allow*'d them. Whence-it is apparent 
that thoſe Articles are neither Heretical nor pernicious: in 
Faith, nor deſtructive of Salvation ; ſince it-was le 
that the Greeks retaining them, might nevertheleſs have 
bia true Members'of the Catholic Church, and conſequently 
capable of Etgnal Life. | | | 

But that no Man may think I am overcuriouſly romaging 
for my Juſtification in the Theſis's of my: Adverfaries, that 
I may flip out at —_— at ſome Back-door,:1 ſhall add 
ſome dire Reaſons for our Innocency, which cannot-be 
Anſwer'd. 

Firſt therefore, no Man can be traduc'd as a Heretic, 
2nd branded with an Infamous: Crime, unleſs it be ſuffi- 
ciently apparent, that He, as the Scripture ſays, has re- 
ceded from the Holy Command of God, and Taffer'd Ship» 
wrack of his Faith. For as St. Auſtin lays, de anit. Eccleſ. c..5. 
&« No Man is to be branded with em Tr Mark,unlels 
« it be firſt prov'd by moſt manifelt Proofs, that the Mark 
& belongs to Him. And therefore formerly Councils were 
aſſembled, as well Provincial as General, forthe  Con- - 
viction of Heretics ; wherein it was lawful for the: Of- 
fenders to defend themſelves, and the Cauſe was ſeriouſly 
examin*d by the Rule of Faith, and the Documents of Sacred 
Scripture? : Neither did Paſſion prevail among Them, bat 
of the Pro- 
zeſtants, no ſuch thing was ever obſerv'd ; for againſt them 


y began To amp with Execution, The firſt 


their Adverſaries, . were Halters, Fire and 


/jertea and Þ - > 
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Sword , according to the Dyſtich affixed to the Bed of 


Charles Y, at the Augu»ſten Dyect, in the Year 1530. 


Urefe jure tuo, Ceſar, ſervoſque Lutheri 
Enſe, Rota, Ponto, Funibas, Tone mweca. 


Cefar, uſe thy own Power, and Lather*s fry 
With Halters, Swords, Wheels, Fire and Sca deſtroy. 


Whence it came to paſs, that after a thouſand forts of 
Executions, and numberleſs Martyrs conſum'd by violent 
- Deaths ; at length a Council was affembled, but packt, 
and confiſting of none but the Capital Enemies of the Pro- 
teſtants ; not to hear them calmly and mildlyPnor to diſcuſs 
their Cauſe with Charity and Meekneſs, but to brandiſh 
and rattle o'er their Heads the Thunder of Avathems's. 
Neither were they ever admitted or heard in this Council, 
F-mean: that of Trent ; the Hiſtory of which, if read, is 
fufficient ro diſplay the Juſtice of it. Nay, Rome it felf 
wzs aſham'd of this Council ; for ſhe only publiſh*d the 
Canons and Decrees, but diligently ſupprefs*d the AQts ; 
which nevertheleſs were afterwards, through the ſingular 
Providence of God, brought to lightby Paul Sarpio, a Vere- 
tian, of the Order of the Servites, under the Name of 
Petro Soave Polano, to the great aſtoniſhment and deteſta- 
tion of all Men, whoſe Judgments were more ſound and 
impartial. - | | 

In the Second place, there is no Herefie, where there 1s 
no ſtabborn Obſtinacy, nor: wiffal perfiſting in the Error. 
This St. Auſtin teacherh us, Epift. 162. © They who de- 
© fend not their Opinion with any ſtubborn. Animoſity, 
*tho* falfe and perverſe, more efpecially if not broughr 
* forth by. the boldneſs of their own Prefumprion , but 
« having receiv'd it from their Parents, either ſeduc'd or 
* falfn into, Error, feek after che Trurf« with induſtrious 

©, Care, ready tobe correed when they have found it, are 


wed ga 
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4 not. to be numbred among Heretics. Now the Reform'd 


are far from any ſuch Stubbornneſs ; nothing retains them 
in their Religion, except the force of Conſcience through 
the evidence of Truth. We daily offer thoſe who accuſe 
us of Hereſie, to forſake the Error, if we. are in any, fo 


they ſhew it to us with the Light of Truth. For with that * 


only Daughter of Heaven we are enamor'd e'en to death, 


-who alone can 'recover and aflert our freedom. If we 


diſcover any extraordinary Zegl and Fervor (I wiſh it 
were more fervent) in our Profeſſion, that is not to: be 
imputed to any. Spirit of Contradittion,, bur to that. moſt 
firm Perſuaſion of our Hearts, . through, the Celeſtial Illus 
mination of the Divine Word, that we. are in the way of 
Truth. But get a little farther. 

Thirdly, As a Cat has an enmity, againſt a Bat, and will 
eat it, either becauſe ſhe takes it-for a Mouſe, or. a Bird. ; 
ſo you Romanifts proſecute us Proteſtants with an impla- 
cable Hatred, and damn us to the. Flames of Hell, either 
as Heretics, or, if that Pretence fail, . as Schiſmatics. For 
they -who deal moſt gently by us, can afford us no better 
thea to lay to our Charge the Crime of Schiſm, the Rend- 
ing of the leamleſs Garmeat of Chrilt, the Viper's Skin; and 
the breach of the Churches Unity. But as far as we are 


from Hereſie, ſo far likewiſe are we from Schiſm ; and of 


this Crime it will be as caſic to clear our ſelves as of the 
former. | | 
Firſt therefore, tho? the firſt Authors of the Reformation 
had overhaſtily deſerted the - Roman Communian ; . which 
cannot be ſaid, in regard that they try'd all ways to pre- 
ſerve themſelves in it, with ſafety to their Conſciences ; 


neyertheleſs. they- who were born after the Schiſm, and- 


prefer the Proteſtant Communion before the Roman, be- 
cauſe they fiad SatisfaQtion . of Conſcience in it, ' which 
they have no proſpeCt of ia the other Communion, cannot 
be accus'd of Schil cen! 

hopes of Salvation, becauſe they perſevere in the Proteſtant 
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ſm, nor can be cenſur'd to have loſt the 
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Communion. This perhaps, Mr. Prior, you look upon as 
a Paradox, and yet it may be prov'd without any great 


_ difficulty. Certain it is, that formerly, under Jeroboams, 


ten entire Tribes, a Schiſm Happening, deſerted the Com- 
munion of the Church and Temple of Jeruſalem, of which 
God had ſaid, My Name ſhall abide there ; and having made 
choice of, Dax and Bethel for the places of Public Worſhip, 
joyn'd Idolatry to their Schiſm. For the Calves at Dan 
and Bethel, under which they ador'd God, were moſt 
aſluredly Idols. Nevertheleſs it is a Queſtion whether the , 
Poſterity of theſe'Schiſmatics, born in the time of the Schiſm 
it ſelf, and as it were carry'd away with the Torrent of it, 
are to be excluded from Salvation ; ſo that they abſtain'd 


from the Worſhip of Idols at that time. The reafon of 
. the Doubt ſeems very great ; for that God? long after the 
" Schiſm, ſtill acknowledg*d the Ten Tribes for his People ; 


ſent his Prophets to them, and entruſted them with his 
Extraordinary Oracles. If then it cannot be faid of thele 
Ten Tribes, ſo notoriouſly Schiſmatical, that there was 
nothing remaining of the Covenant of God, and Light of 
Nature for them, who were as it were {wept away with 
the Torrent of Schiſm.; much leſs are the MoJern Prote- 
ſtazts to be excluded .from Salvation, and formally to be 
accounted  Heretics, tho* it ſhould be granted, that the 
firſt Authors of the Schiſm did fin againſt the Rules of 
Charity, and overhaſtily broke the Bond of Unity, eſpe- 
cially ſeeing that the Divine Worſhip under the New 
Teſtament 1s not fixed to Rome and the Quirinal Mount, 
as 1t was to Sizaz, and the Temple of Jeruſalem. 

But there is no neceſlity. that we ſhould over earneſtly 
delire the Aſſiſtance of the Ten Tribes ; our Cauſe would 
be but in a deſperate Condition, ſhould it ſtand in need of 
their Aid, I muſt confeſs, we did depart from the Church 
of Rome, and that another Worſhip was ſet up in the Weſt 
as to External Rites, then was publicly receiv'd before the 
time of that departure. But I deny that this JOPETINS, 
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{o far as concerns our felves, to be a Schiſm ; rather 1 
averr, on the other fide,” that it was lawful and juſt, and 
that they are to be accounted Schiſmatics who were the 
occaſion of ſo neceſſary a departure, that caus'd the Wound 
to Gangrene, and ſhut the Gate againft all Peace and Re- 
union of the Church. For ſometimes. it may. be Cconve- 
nient to deſert forme Societies that profeſs the Name of 
Chriſt, if there be taught among them any other Goſpel 
then what we have receiv'd from the Apoſtles. This is a 
thing not to be queſtron'd. Hence Apoc. 2. 6. the Epheſians 
are commended, becauſt they hated the” Nizolairans. On 
| the other ſide, the Pergamentians are reprov'd, ver. I5, I6, 
becauſe they gave'them a Toleration. Hence in the An- 
cient Church, the Orthodox and Catholics always very 
ſedulouſly deſerted the Communion of Heretics. Rome 
it ſelf, which now accuſes us of Schiſm, in the very In- 
fancy, of the Chriſtian Religion departed from the Aſiatic 
Cliurches upon a light difference about Exfter-day. - And 
it is long fince that the Romenifts broke the Bond of Unity 
with the whole Eaft. Burt it is not long fince, that the Com- 
monwealth of Venice being Excommunicated by Pas/ V, the 
Teſuites were feen openly to defert the whole Territory ; ſo 
that they rather choſe to renounce their Temples, their Al- 
tars, and their Ordinary Worſhip, then remain in the leaſt 
Communioa with. the Venetian. $0 that they are not wi 
to be blam'd who ſeparate,” but they that ſeparate unjultly 
and raſhly. Let us ſte.then whether or no'our Separation 
were juſt and neceſſary, that we may free it. from being 
Schiſmarical.” | | 
Certainly it cannot be ſaid, that we ſeparated wilngy 
and of our own accords, but conſtrain'd and. expell'd by 
all manner of violences. In the very Boſom of the -Romer. 
Church, we importunately deſir'd : Reformation of Abuſes, 
which proceſs of time had multiplied, as well in Dodrin 
as in Diſciplin ; and which tlie Grandees and People in the 


| her own Abuſes, and long contraed Corruptions. - We 
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tries, moſt earneſtly long'd for, both in the Head and 
Members. But what was done? They were not only not 
heard, much leſs heard in ſo juſt a Petition, but all ſeve. 
rity was exercis'd againſt them with Temporal and Spiri- 
tual Arms ; Fire, Sword and Halters were made uſe of to 
extirpate out of the World thoſe whom Anathema's and 
the Thunder of Excommunication had expelPd from all 
Public Communion. Thus Excommunicated , Expell'd 
and lyable to dire Perſecution, - what ſhould ' we do ? Ir 
was not ſafe. to redeem your Communion at the Price of 
our Conſciences, by ſableribing to the Errors themſelves, 
and by receiving all thoſe School-Alertions which we 
deem*d contrary to the Rules of Chriftian Doftrin, as 
Articles of our Faith. Therefore it was neceſſary that 
another Worſhip ſhould be ſet up, that other Pulpits ſhould 
be erefted , and that other Congregations ſhould be af- 
ſembled together, which was every- where done by the 
Authority of the Magiſtrate, whoſe Duty it is to prote&t 
the Church, and fedulonſly to take care for the Reforma- 
tion of DoQrin and Diſciphn therein, if corrupted « h 
the neglect of: the Ordinary Paſtors. Becanus the Jeſaite, 
Analog. Vet. & Nov. Teſt. c. 26. num. 4. reck*ns up ſeveral 
Reformations made in the Jewiſh Church by Pious Kings, 
ſuch as were Aſa, Jehoſaphat, Foſia, Exzechia and Jos, 
who moſt certainly had ſdMcient Authority to reform. - 
the Worſhip of God, and to reſtore it to its Primitive 
Purity.. Therefore it cannot be deny*d, but that' thoſe. 
Chriſtian Princes and Magiſtrates,, who in - the times of 
our Fore-fathers, put their helping Hands to the Reforma- 
tion , had a Right to labeur the Inſtitution of another 
Worſhip, more Pure, more Holy, and more Plain then 
that from which they were forc'd to make a Separation, 
becauſe they had requir'd' a Reformation of it. More- 
over, tho* Rome had not forſaken us, yet there was a ne- 
ceſlity of forſaking her ; becauſe ſhe refuſed to reform 
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have in this particular a .moſt expreſs Command, 4pee. 
18. 4. Come out of her my people, that you be not partakers of 
her crimes, and receive not of her puniſhments. hich 
Command is. of ſo much the greater moment, becauſe the 
Jeſuites themſelves, Ribera upon the 14. and 18.4poc. and 
Viegas upon the 18. interpret that-to-be meant of Rowe, 
not the Erhnic, but the Chriſtian Rowe, and ſuch as it is 
in + cog foretold it ſhall be under Anti-Chriſt. _ To «s 
alſo (lays Viegas, ſed. 1. jn 18. Apoc. ) it ſeems that the 
ſame thing ought to be {aid with Aretas, Primaſins, Ambroſe, 
Terom, and others, (obſerve what Teſtimonies he cites and 
how many )that the Idolatry of it ss: here.meant, and that Rome 
ſhall depart from the Faith, and ſa; ſhall become the Habitation 
of Devils, and of every unclean Spirit, and every unclean Bird, 
by fegien of her execrable Enormities,and Superſtition of Idolatry, 
which at that time ſhall rage far and neay in. the Roman City 
and Empire. Butyou would ſay, Mr. Prior, if, you had any 
Wit, how. comes.it to pals that you have now more; nice 
Conſciences, then your: Fore-fathers had before the Refor- 
mation, who dy'd in the Communion of the Roman Church, 
and; of whoſe Salvation you are unwilling to' make any 
I: Anſwer,  firft ; That the Conſciences of others are no 
Rule to. ours, and that every Man ought to. follow his 
own and not. anothers, Would you have me, as you 
deſire in your Letter, that I ſhould embrace ' the Roman 
Communion..? What if I. ſhould preſs 'you to embrace 
Ours, whereia ſa many Men'enjoy the Tranquility of their 
Conſciences ? | Fn 
Secondly, I ſay that our Fore-fathers might with: ſafety 
to their - Conſciences perſevere in the . Rowan Commu- 
' nion,, notwithſtanding they abominated, the Abules . and 
Corruptions of it, becauſe. God: had not ſhewa them away 
to depart.; nor were the Abuſes as yet ſo palpably intolle- 
rable, becauſe they had not as yet obtain'd the force of 


Law, nor were eſtabliſh'd under the Penalties of Excom- 


_  Munication. 
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be apply'd--to us; becauſe that, God-iſetr ap tbe 'Stabdard 
of 'the Goſpel in another. place to. Us; He''calPd ro: Us 
to-come out of Babel, when the Opinions of:; the: Scho- 
laſtics, were changed into' Articles. of Faith- $0 ;longias 
thejtime appointed for,their Gaptivitylaſted,';the: 1/rac/ites 
might ſecurely -abide- either in Egyps oriBake/ i: Butizeihath 
bin a © Crime for them to'have remain'd thereiany:longer, 
when _ Gad. call'd them forth to Liberty. HE: would - be 
very ridiculous indeed ,- who having rich-and fertile Pas 
ſtares} ſhould i negleCt them,:; and rather chufe - to carry 
his Black, -.into noxious; Grounds, in hopes that: his - Sheep 
would :.let alone the. hartful- Weeds, and only feed. 
upon the wholſom Herbs. - So. were he :deſervedly to be 
derided”, , who. ſhould prefer the noxious and; dangerous 


Paſtures. of ,the-Romen Church; before. the: well Wooded 


Gardens of the Reformed ;Churches,  in- hopes of giſcern- 
ing. the , poyſonous. Weeds from: the wholſomiHerbage; as 
it 15 very probable: our Anceſtors, did, ;. _ . 7 

,, Laſtly, I add this farther.; That I do. not here diſpute, 
Whether the:Romaz Communion: may ;be retain'd, , with- 
oyt the; loſs of, Eternal Salvation? This Queſtion belongs:to 
another. place. .. Bur, Whether.ye, are Schiſmarics, 'becauſc 
we have deſerted it * Now. I; maintain «the, Negative,. be- 
cauſe that Conſcience alone ſummon'd bs to the Separation, 
without apy vther Conſideration ; nay, contrary to all 


other worldly Conſiderations which" perſuaded us to adhere 


to it, Some there are, who to convict us of Schilm, re- 
proach the Calling of our Paſtors; bur with an Argument. 
too weak tor the Proof of ſo great a Crime. Formerly the 
Novatians and Dozatiſts. made ; a' Schiſm in the' Church, 
becauſe they wouw'd not ſubmit to Biſhops of Places: Cano- 
nically inſtituted,. but ſet up Biſhopscob their own chuliag, 
who,, for that they were deftitute of: Canonical EleQtion, 
wanted a lawful Calling.--- Bus_there. was no ſuch thing 


could be aid of our firſt Paſtors;36 the Work of Refarma- 


own; Anceitors cannot 
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tion, »> For they were -not' eletted and conſtituted hand 
over hex, in Oppolition to' others: already Canonically in- 
ftituted, as the Nowvatians in the Roman See oppos'd No- 
vat againlt the Council ; but were lawfully and canoni- 
&ally, conſtituted: ini their FunCtions, according to all rhe 
Ceremonies 'then/us'd inthe: Church , and by 'the natbre 
of their-Galling*by which they- knew themſtives*bound ts 
propagate the Truth, were conftrain'd in their Conſciences 
ro oppoſe themſelves againſt the Abuſes and Corruptions 
at that time crept into the Chiirch, and to apply them- 
felves toa Reformation. 'But.ftis-they were lawfully CallPd, 
ſo they could impart'that.'Calling to/ others; and-by'thit 
means it:is deriv'd to us, akdf6'by us may be deriv'd-to 
our Succefſors: For they are not to be thought to have 
pan py tens, * for :oppoling themſelves againſt 'the 
Abufes. ofithat-Church- wherein they* receiv'd: it.” - Nay, 
they-had'bin-gnworthy-of it;' had they not-oppos'd them- 
ſelves againſt /thoft. Corraptions that were'd well kriown 
to them. For every Church-that confers upon 'any Man 
the facred FunQion'.of the Public Miniſtry, ſeems to ſay to 
him; what Trajarithe Emperor wis wont to ſay to the Per- 
fo» whom he created: Meſter of the: Horſe, by the delivery of 
a'Sword, «Uſe rbit\in my deferice, if 'my Commands are ju#t ; 
but if #njutt;" make 'tnſe of it aguinit me. Thus a Paſtor 
Canonically ordaind , -ought to make uſe of his Calling , 
to: ſupport the DoCtrin' of 'the Church ''wherein' he' re- 
_— if it be conformable'to Truth ;- but if '\not,” to 
oppole it. 7 | | 
: r does their being Excommunicated, deprive them of 
their/Calling ; becauſe it was unjuſt, and made uſe of to 
{apport the Errors which they impugned, and to keep 
up in' the Temple the Money-Changers Tables , which 
they- endeavour'd to overturn. Nay, the: very Romaniſts 
. theniſelves: confels, ' that the Charater of the Clergy is 1n- 
| delible, and that an *Excommunicated Perſon may Con- 
. *kcrate, Preach, and adfviniſter the Sacraments effectually. : 
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Neither is it tO be ſaid, "thi 
Presbyters, ' that could not co 
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Curates Manual, de Satr. Euchariſt, cap. 10. and-man 5 
ih 


Bread into Fleſh. Now eithet this muſt be a Fable, which 
howeyer you frequently make ufe of to eſtabliſh your Fig- 
ment of 'Tranſubantiation ; ' or elſe you myſt allow that 
any Man may Conſecrare and Celebrate the-moſt Auguft 
of all Sacraments, tho? neither. Call'd nor Ordain'd, as we 
cannot believe thoſe Shepherds to have bin. | 
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But as the Crime,ot Schilm,is falſely. laid to our Charge, 
ſo are we moſt talfely faid- ro. 

withour which"there'is"rio Salvation, We have ſeparated 
indeed from the Romay Communion, bur it does not thence 
follow that we are out of the Church of Ged, in regard 
that by the Grace of God we are Members of the Catholic 
Chutch, 'profelſing Chriſtianity, baptiz'd in the Name of 
| the 'moſt holy Trinity, in all things adhering to the Head 
4nd” Foundation, 'Chrilt Jeſus. Cardinal Hoſtus , in his 
Confeſhon,* acknowledges, That the Church is there - where- 
ever the Belief of the Mediator is - We have a Belief of 
a Mediator, through the favour of God ; and therefore we 
are. hated at 'Rozze,. becaoſe we acknowledg. Chriſt to be 
rhe only Mediator. Belfides that, we have not departed 
from your Roman Church, ualeſs 'in ſuch things wherein 
ſhe firſt departed from the Word of God, and the Purity - 
of Antiquity., adhering till to the ſame Communion, of 
Faith and Charity with Her in'the Fundamentals of-Chri- 
ftianity 3 and knowing that we. andthe Members of your 
Communion are Brethren in Baptiſin, as the 1/7aelites and 
TFews were Brethren in Circumciſion, tho" in External Wor- 
ſaip they,.ufe rd very, much. | | 

"Nor can-any probable Reaſon be invented. to convince 
is, that. any Man ought-'tq .be.ſubjeQ to the Biſhop, of 
Rome; and retain/his Communion, to the end he. maybe 
in a_Chufch ' out of, which there is no Salvation. So 
many. Chriſtians as are within the ancient Pattiarchates - 
of the Eaft, and whoexceed you Romarifts far in number, 
are not Taſhly to be faid to be out of the Church of Chriſt, 
becauſe they refuſe to be. under . the Pope's ' Yoke. The 
Churches of Aſia were not excluded from the . Covenant 
. of Chriſt by the raſh Excommunication of Pope YVidor, 
becaule they ſeparated from him upon the difference about 
Eaſter-day. The Roman Clergy ſeparated from their Pope 
Liberius , who had ſubſcrib'd. to Arianiſm, without incur- 
_ ing the blame of Schiſm, or the loſs of Salvation. . The 
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Famous'St. Cyprien Biſhop and Martyr, whom your Church 
afterwards worſhipt among the reſt of her Saints, dy*'d out 
of 'ithe Communion ' and SubjeCtion to the See of Rome, 
_ divided from her both in Faith and AﬀeQtion, by reaſon of 
his Doftrin of Re-baptizing Heretics, was very hardly 
thought of by Stephen Bilhop of Rome; and yet no Man 
hitherto made any doubt but that he obtain'd Salvation. 
And therefore *tis an idle thing to exact from: us SubjeCtion 
to the See of Rome, to the end we may be in the Church, 
and obtain Salvation , eſpecially if the Papacy be now 
ExtinCt, and that there has bin no lawful Pope for a long 
time. 

_ Now this is eaſily proy'd : For that I may pals over ia 
ſilence ſo. many 'Schiſms | by which the Succeſſion of the 
Popes was interrupted ; So many Simoniacal Elections into 
that See, which are recorded in Hiſtory ; ſo many Popes 
in the Tenth Age to be call'd Apoſtatic, and Renouncers 
_ of Chriſt, rather then Apoſtolic (upon the Teſtimony of 
Genebrade) I uſe a new Argument to- which you Romaniſts 
can make no Anſwer. It is confirm'd as well by the 
- Canon Law, as by Cuſtom time out of mind, That a - 
Pope' may conſtitute a new Law,_ and a new Form for 
Chaſing a Succeſſor ; which not being obſery'd, an EleCtion 
otherwiſe. made, is void. | Hence : Julius II, grieving that 
he had invaded. the Supreme Authority by Symnony, made 
a new Law concerning the Sirnoniacal EleCQtioft of the Pope 
for the future; whereby he ordain'd, That any Pope who 
after him. ſhould be Simonzacally eleQted; ſhould be' lookt 
upon as an- TJatruder, a Magician, a Publican, an Arch 
Heretic , and that he ſhould by no means be acknow- 
ledg'd for a lawful Pope. But that Sixtus V, was cho- 
len Simoniacally , is a thing which zlmoſt every Body 
knows. . 

_, For that he might be ele&ted, he bought the Suffrages 
of Cardinal®» Eſte, and the Cardinals depending upon 
him, and covenanted with him in a Writing drawn up 


and” fubfcrib'd with his own Hand, that -dyring his Pon- 
cificate, he would never make: Jeromuymo Matthei,. who was 
de Eſte's Enemy, a Cardinal, upon condition that by Efte's 
means he obtain'd the Pontiticate. Upon: which being 
made Pope by &Efte and his FaQtion, he confefs*'d himſelf 
to be the work of his hands: However Szxtus forfeited 
his Faith to Him , and created Marrhes Cardinal for all 
that; which Cardinal &E/e took fo ill, that he ſent the 
Contract between him and Sixtss to Philip UH, King of 
Spain, who in the Year 1589, ſent the Duke of Sefſa his 
Extraordinary Embaſſador to Rowe, to give Notice to 
Sixtus of his Intentions to call a General Council upon the 
Information 'of a Simoniacal EleQion, and to require the 
Cardinals created by the Predeceflors of Sixtzs,' and other 
Eccleſiaſtics,tobe preſent at a Council to be aſſembled at Se- 
vil ; but becauſe upon intimation of the Council Sixtus dy*d 
for Deſpair, the buſineſs went no farther. This is related: 
in a ceftain Book , © entitled Papatus Romanus, cap. 10; 
pag. 200, &. ' Seeing then that Sixtms was an Illegal and' 
Simoniac Intruder, certain it is that the Papacy ceas'd'in 
him; ſo that they who ſucceeded were no - true Popes, 
. becauſe they were elected by the Cardinals which: he 
created ; 'wlio being 1htruders, as created by a Simoniac, 
wanted Right of Ele&tion,' as well according to the Council 
of Conſtance, | 408 pnqyyer Jo the Rule of the' Lawyers, 
No Man can transfer more Right to anothey, then he has him- 

IF. KOT 
ks therefore the whole World- ought not to be ſhut 
up ih one City. Some are; of Cephas., others of © Pan, 
others of Clement ; let it ſuffice a Chriſtian to be of Chrift.: 
Whoever fears God, and works Righteouſneſs in whatever 
part of the World he is, is acceptable to God. If two or 
three are gathered together in the Name of Chriſt, he will be 
in" the midit of them. The Supernal Jeroſulon,' which 
enjoys her Liberty , is 'the Mother of-us all.” We ſhall 

not be Judg'd by the Roman or Popes Communion , but 
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by the Communion of Saints, and of Chriſt. Therefore we 
cannot be Schiſmatics, upon this juſt, neceſſary and ſound 
Separation 'of ours. | | 
"There- are till remaining, Reverend Mr. Prior, ſome 
other Motives of yours to this raſh Judgment which you 
give of 'us, 'which- are now to be brought to the Touch 
with'the reſt. There are ſome who believe, « Poſteriorz, 
that we are defervedly to be liſted among the number 
of the Damned , becauſe we ſtand Excommunicated b 
the'Pope and* the Catholic: Church : But. in regard the 
Excommunications 'do not ſtrike ns, but either as Heretics 
or © Schiſmatics , they do 'us no hurt, in regard we are 
neither Heretics nor Schiſmatics, as hath bin already ſhewn. 
If they are neceflarily to be numbred among the Damned, 
whom the Pope has Excommunicated , of neceſſity all 
in Aſis the -teſs, who dy'd during the Excommunication 
of 'Yittor upon the Palchal difference, muſt be by all 
Chriſtians excluded from - the Kingdom of Heaven ; and 
that the Sacraments, which you our Adverſaries never- 
theleſs'will allow, preferve their Excellency by way of 
Phyfical- Cauſe, and in general all Public Worſhip muſt 
be depriv*'d of their Efficacy in' all Provinces which are 
ſometimes Tabject to Papal Interdition. - Nor ought we 
to pals over in filence that Obſervation of St. Jerom upon 
that place of Mat. 16. wherein the Keys of -Heaven- are 
promis'd to St. Peter. © This Place (faith the holy Man) 
* the Biſhops and Presbyters not underſtanding, aſſume 
*'to themſelves ſomething of the Pride of the Pharilces, 
* even to Damn the Innocent, and Abſolve the Guilty ; 
* whereas God regards not the Sentence of the Prielt, 
© but the Life of the Offender. But according to this 
Saying of St. Ferom , all Caſauifts, and Canoniſts acknow- 
ledge that an unjuſt 'Excommunication is Invalid ; and 
that ſuch an Excommunicate 'may both Adgginiſter and 
Receive the Sacraments with a good Conlciegge. 
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An Excommuyunication without ajuſt Cauſe;is not yalid: 
« in the Interior Court ; therefore ſuch a one may Cele. 
- * brate, whereit is no Scandal (ſays the Jeſuite Emanuel Sa, 
voce Excommunicat.' h 4... But Toletus, lib. InſtrutF. Sacram. 
cap. 10, zum. 7. more politively . aflerts, * That. there is 
* no. unjuſt Sentence | of Excommunication 'can bind ,..ci- 
* ther as to God, or as to the Church. Burt'it is unjuſt 
* (as he {ays again < 1.) from ſome. defeR ; which if it 
*« be Eſſential, makes it no Excommunication ; and; then 
* it is not to be dreaded, neither does .it, bind either.jn 
** the Court of Heaven or Earth : Which he confirms by 
the Teſtimony of ſeveral Canonifts. It therefore: wes are 
unjuſtly Excommunicated, and as the. Schoolmen: Phraſe 
it, Clave Errante, or with an Erring Key, .and that theſe 
Excomiunications. are of no force, Our Damnation, can- 
not be inferr'd 4 Poſterior; from ſuch Sentences ; but that 
they are uhjuſt and null, T ſhall eaſily demonſtrate... An Ex- 
communication is ſaid to be null, ſays Toletus, ibid, & 4. 
if it contain an intolerable Error, &'c. © Now then -a Sen- 
* tence is ſaid to contain an intolerable Error, when.aoy 
*« one is Excommunicated'; becauſerhe does that-which. 13 
« Good; in it ſelf, or does not do that which is in its own 
aq Unlawful. Why then are we Excommunicated ? 
Surely becauſe we do that which is good in it ſelf; applying 
our felves to the Word of God, and will not adhere to 
thoſe who would have us to be wiſer. then the Scripture 
can. make - us, and refuſing to do what tsevil in it ſelf, or 
at leaft what we judge in our : Conſciences-to be ſo, and 
becauſe we adhere not to a Worſhip unlawful and contrary 
to Scripture. | 

«<< An Excommunication 1s void, .1f it, be pronounc'd by 
** one. already Excommunicated. or. Suſpended from. Jurif* 
* diction, or Interdi&ed, or. after-a lawtut,. Appeal, ſays 
Emanuel Sa, as above, $1. And Toletus: has the ſame 
words. New ſuch. is the Excommunication -which -is 


thunder'd ov@ our Heads. For it is long ago that the | 


3 manner, 
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Biſhops of Rowe through cheir Simonies have according 
to the Canons incurr'd 

Excommunications ; 10 that they are uncapable of all Ju- 
riſdiction. * For an Excommunicate cannot exerciſe 
&« an, at of Juriſdiction, without ſinning ; nay, if it be 
* a public -Excommunication, all his Sentences are 
« youd,, ſays Toletws, lib. 1. Inſt. Sacerd. cap. 13. \ 4. 
And who can queſtion, ſince the firit Puniſhment of a 
Simoniac_ is, zpſo facto, Papal Excommunication, as 
T oletus aſlerts, lib. 5. cap. 93. but that he is notoriouſly 
and publicly; Excommunicated, who 1s notoriouſly and 


publicly Simoniacal, as I have particularly made it 


appear of Sixtzs V, who was nevertheleſs the Author 
of that Bull, entitled de Cans Domini, in the Form-ia 
which it is now Extant, whereby the Proteſtants are 
ſolemaly Excommunicated every year by the Pope? 

To this Iadd, That they two can have no Juriſdiftion 
over Us, who Curſe us to the Pit of Hell, and fo their 
Excommunications, tho? they two were lawful Biſhops, 
are void. For if a Biſhop cannot Excommunicate one 
that is out of his Dioceſe, or ia a Priviledg'd Place, as 
Emanuel Sa aittirms, as above, Set#. 12. By what Right 
does the.Biſhop of Rome pretend. to Excommunicate -us, 
who never belong'd to a Dioceſe ? Or toa 
ral JuriſdiQtion and Authority over the whole Church 
of God, which he had never any thing to do with ? In 


a word, we. value ' not their incoafiderate, unjuſt and 


void Excommunications, Ka 
They are: dull and filly Thunders that hurt no body. 
Such ſort of ,'Curſes; God, for the benefit of his true 


Adorers, / turns,into Blefſings, according to that of Devid, 


Pſal.' 109. ver.,23.. From ſuch Tempeſts .the Damna- 
tion, of the Proteſtants. is no; more tobe inferr'd, then of 
theirs' who farmerly profeſs! Chriſt, becauſe the Scribes 
and Phariſees Excommunicated them after their Solemn 
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- Concerning {-!N64ef$ ridiculcus'are they who alledge, that the Pro- 
Fn nmong Feftants "are therefore damn'd, becauſe they profeſs a 
Proteſtants, Religion which wants the Seal of Miracles. Truly you 
Romaniſts do. very well to put us in mind of your Mi- 
racks.” For molt Learned Men of your Communion 
complain, that the Golden Legends of the Saints are tuft. 
with Fables, and Couterfeit Miracles, as you may read 
particularly ia Melchior Canws, producing the Teftimonie 
of Ludovicus Vives, lib. 2. Locor. cap. 6. Their Frauds 
and Impoſtures are everywhere obvious ; by which the 
{ſaying of Lyranws upon Daz. 2. before the Reformation ; 
Sometimes there was in the Church « notorious Deluſion' of 
the People by Miracles connterfeited by the Prieſts. and their 
Aaberents for Temporal Gain. Thole Imaginary Miracles, 
wih which the Proteſtants were to be convinced, in 
regard they - are' Signs for Unbelievers, are not-only 
ver perry dr = before us, but are many times ſaid 
to de hindred-by our preſence. 1 .- 
--\'The-Mexicar and Japenic-Prodigies, of which the 
Jefuites” ſo' Tondly boaſt, are but Imaginations , - ſince 
Acoſt#; Viitoria and Camus exprefly acknowledge, that 
no' Miracles'\ate wrought in dis to promote Converlior. 
And Acoſts'Qetites that there is any uſe 'of Miracles there, 
lib. 6. pros. Ind. Salut. cap. 17. In thoſe plates (ſays he) 
there is- no need of any more then good Works, and of 
ſhining ſo.' before; Men , | which" the | Natives beholding , 
muy plorifie the” Father which is in Heaven. : "This/is the 
moſt, potent Miracle to perſuade. ''But Franers Vittoria, 
Rel, 5. Prop. 5. is of Opinion, © That the Chriſtian 
« Faith is not-{6 ſufficiently preach*d to the 'Barbarians, 
&© that they ſhould be bound to believe under New' Sin : 
.*'For't hear of -no'Miracles and Signs, no*Examples of 
<« 2 Life fo Religious, bat'of many Scandals, and many 
* Tmpieties. - Infomuch-that Canes applies -thoſe idle 
Relations-to the common Spaniſh Proverb, Log Ways, 
long Lies ; as if they might lie by authority, who tell 
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Stories done” or conntetfeited irf remote" ant? diftant Re: 
gions, So that if Xaverins the New 'ApoftIe of Japan, 
had had the Gift of Miracles, which is fo eafily believ'd 
of him, he ought chiefly then to have exercis'd his Gift 
in the Ship, which carry*'d him from Malacz to Japan, 
where he was fore@d; moleas wales, * To behold the 
« Mariners ſacrificing to an Image of the Devil, after 
© the manner of, their Country , and imploring the 
& Anſiers of the. Image touching the Succeſs of their 
* Voyage, which, as the Barbariaxs faid and believ'd, 
«© were ſometimes favourable, ſometimes terrible. Nor 
would he have' needed , had. he Treceiv'd the Gift of 
working Miracles from Heayen, to have ſpenit {0 much 
time in learning the'Japan Language. The words of 
Xaverins arc theſe ; ' So ſoon as we have obtain'd. the 
aſſiſtance of Language, we hope that by the aſſiſtance of God 
'the buſineſs will, proceed much better ; . for. now' we . only 
converſe among them like a ort of Images. (4s nor lohp ag0, 
in the Traft.of the Rhine, the Caputhin MirdYte Hbitho, 
to put off his. Miracles, ran. about, like a Barbarz4m , 
arflorig the Germans, for no body underftood what he 
ſaid) they talk much concerning, us, 44 turn 41d lobk one 
upon another, while we are mute, apa are conftrathd” as 
it were to go.to School ugain, till we have learnt” the 
Elements of the Language, Is here, I belcech you, any 

poſtolic CharaQter to be found ? Yet all rheſe are 
'Extant,, Epiſf, [ib. 1. Epift. Jap Aajett. Com. Emav. 
ef of the Tranſactions of the Jeluites inthe; Eaſt, 
and by Maffew the Jeſuice, ſer forth ag Delingeren, 
Anno Dom. 157z, The Epiltle is written by Xeverims 
.to the Society from Corgoxims, on the Firſt of: No- 
vember, 1549. Afterwards the fame Maffers, for what 
realon I. know not, left out this Epiltle, from whegice 
T. faithfully tranfcrib'd* [the © Quotations above-tmgn- 
tion'd®; unleſs 'it' were "that he 'wal ''tfhar''d of the 
..- Truth in his ſcle&t Epiſtles written” from 1444, which 
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he; added. to his Izdia» Hiſtory, Printed at Cologn,, 
Anno Dom. 1 589. wo 

Moreover, not to lay any thing of the Work of Refor- 
mation: begun and propagated, then which a greater 
Mifacle can hardly be imagin*d, I would fain oppoſe the 
two following Ereatiag: to thoſe that reproach us with 


want of Miracles. 


I. Miracles are not always among them, with whom 
they are, wrought, as a mark of Truth, when Heathens 
and Heretics formerly could boaſt of Miracles, and 
many ſhall jay to Chriſt in that day, Lord, have we 
ot caſt forth Devils, and wrought many Wonders in thy 
Name ? To whom he: ſhall anſwer , Deer? from me, 
for I know ye not, Mat. 7.21,23. And there ſhall come 
falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets, ard with Signs and 

onders, by which the Elef themſelves, if it were poſſible, 
[hall be. ſeduc'd, Mat. 24.24. -, Thus Allizs Nevims, the 
Avgur, cut a Whetſtone with a Razor, in the view of 
all the People of Rowe. And one of the Veſtal- Vir- 
g10s, as a confirmation of her 'untainted Chaſtity, tgok 
up Water in a Sieye, and carry'd it away. .. And Claudia, 
another -of the ſame Order, alone without any help, 
with her Girdle drew along the Ship which carry'd 
the Mother of the Gods, which many Mariners, hawl- 
ing all together, could not ſtir. Plutarch allo, in Corio- 
lanus, relates that the Image of Fortune ſpoke ; and often, 
as the ſame Author relates, in the ſame Life, the Images 
and Statues were ſeen to Sweat, Bleed and Weep. 
St. Auſtin likewiſe tells us of many ſuch Portents that 
' happen'd among the Gertiles, lib. 10 de civitate Dei. 
Tacitus allo, Hiſt. lib. 4. relates of YVeſpaſian, that by his 
ſingle Touch, he reſtor'd Sight to the Blind, and'Strength 
tothe Lame. Bellarmin. cap. 1.4. de Not. Eccleſ. © Tha 
« both their Diſeaſes proceeded from _the Devil, who 
« having feiz'd the Eye of the one, and the Leg of the 
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* other, hindred_ the Uſe of their Limbs, to the end he 
« might ſcem to; heal when he, ceas'd to hurt. . I do 
not ſee why. the Proteſtants ny not uſe the ſame Ex- 
ception againſt ſo many Miracles which the Romaniſts' 
ſeign by the Touch: either of their Images or their 
Reliques. But I ſhall here furl my ſwelling Sails, 
Mr. Prior, / being ready to explain and; enlarge. my ſelf, 
wheaſoever you ſhall be pleas'd to re-afſume and examin 
this Matter. 


II. Miracles do not of neceſſity , follow ;Truth, _ For 
tho* they were neceſlary in the. time. of . Infanc Chri- 
ſtianity ; yet the true Religion being now, lidſh'd and. 
ſetled over all the World, if not manifeſtly profitable, 
they ceaſe however to be abſolutely neceflary. So that 
St. Auſtin, lib. 2. de civitate Dei, with very great reaſon. 
ſaid, Whoever ſtill enquires after Prodigies, to. confirm his. 
Belief, is himſelf a great, Prodigy, T ftorbear any more; 
let it ſuffice me only to produce. the Fathers; of the 
Second Nicene Counctl, at#. 4. Why do our Images at this 
aay work no Miracles ? I anſwer with the Apoſtle ; 0; 
4 wit for Believers, but leo be IP ; 
if the Proteſtants etabrace.'the DoQrin of i 
As the Mineles of Chriſt and lis Apo es. are. 
* ſufficient for them : Which would be neceflary again, 
were they to follow ſome new and never heard of Goſpel 

efore. _.. - wig baggy pes 

(Nor. does the difference, whateyer it is, between'the. concerning 
Reform'd Churches and the Lutherans, whatever 1t be the Differen- 
elther in Ceremonies, or ſome Points of DoQtrin, favour - ch 1 
a jot more your precipitate Judgment concerning the themſelves. 
Eternal Damnation of the Proteſtants. For you Romaniſts 
your ſelves acknowledge, that the: Greek and Eaſtern 
Chriſtians would be in the way. of Salvatiog, would 
they but ſubmit to the Empire of the Pope, tho” they 

. Tetain'd their Ceremonies and Opinions differing in many | 
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d lictl> yariatice Between ſo many Reformed Churthes _ 


diſpers'd all over Eargpe, ,compos'd of :vacions People 
hs os ſeyeral Princes.; tho'! among them there 1s 
no Church which commands over others,' nor any inter- 
vening Political Tye to conſtrain them toſuch an Agree» 
ment 1a Matters of Faith. 

In the mean tune, there is no Schiſm between ours 
and the Lutheran Churches, fecing that we neither ſepa» 
rated from Them, nor they from Us. In: Poland, the 
Brethren of the-_ Helvetian , Bohemian and Augnuſtan 
Confeſſion, ſetting a laudable Example, communicated 
before. together, by virtue of :the.: Decree : of , Sewdonir. 
And in the Year x631, in the Natianal Synod bf iFMance; 
a Decree, was made tor adimittigg whe {her ans, 30s Bret 
thren in Chriſt, and Members of: the ſame Myſtical 
Body to-our Communion. of the | Lord's Supper, and 
for allowjng them Brothezsly \Toleration.in-thoſe Points 
wherein they difterſrom us. And tho':they invtheir Anger 
pretend; that we Egr in Fundamentals, wtiichy!rlicoggh 
the Mercy of God, they. will never be able to prove ; 
yet we- judge mdre tenderly and better of them {6 
diſproving ;the Opinioas which they obſtinately defend; 
that we; deny thery'1to be an themielves deadly.'ort per- 
nicious: #0 Salvation ;+or that thty'are fachas'oughtinot 
to. hinder Chriſtian: Peace: between us 'and thern;- or 
prevent an Eccleſiaſtical Communioa which might be 
obtain'd between Churches not agreeing. m all things, 
if the Fowndation-: were: ſound: Now! we! believe: that 
to'be a: Fundamental Error, wherein there is, accord» 
ing to the ancient Phraſe of the Synagogue, a Denial of 
the' Foundation, which cannot comply with true Faith 
and Holineſs. For neither all Truths, even thoſe 
that are; :reveal'd, are of .che-ſame” neceſſity :*© Neither 
__ are all Woynds which are” given/to-Frith, Mortal; 
nor is every'Diſcaſe, an Epeliplie or the Falling-ſicknels. 
St. Pal diſtinguiſhes between the Foundation and the 
__ © SuperſtruCture, x Cor. 3, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. He that 
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meddles with Fundamentals, is Jyable' to an Anathema, 
Gal. 1, 8.: In others: there is room left for Exhortation, 
Rom. 14. 1. Phil. 3. 15, 16. Here the Gnat is not 
{crupulouſly to be ftrain'd at, as:there the Camel is not 
to be raſhly ſwallowed. - We break Friendſhip with 
thoſe that are openly Wicked , but we bear with the 
blemiſhes and infirmities of Friends, Nor is that pre- 
ſently-to be thought of the neceſſity of Faith, which yet 
may have a near Relation to it. ' And therefore you 
canot blame us for offering our Communion to the 
Lutherans, and rejeQing 'the v7 9p \ For' that between 
us. and : them. there | is-not only. 'a : Harmony in the 

Foundation of our Faith, and all the moſt ſolid and neceſ- 
ſary Points: of Chriftian Religion , but alſo in common. 
Proteſtancy againſt the Idolatry , Tyranny and foul 
Errors of the Church of . Rowe ; borh Sides impugning 
the Adoration of the Bread, Tranſubftantiation, Sacri- 
fice of the' Maſs, Communion under One Kind, 'Juſti- 
fication by Works, Traditions not written, Purgatory, 
Worſhip of Images, Infallibility of the Pope, &c. So 
that it would be much better for-us to arm our ſelves 
with-mutual and brotherly forbearance againft' the con- 
tinual Conſpiracies of Antichriſt, then to: lay -our Sides 
open to them —_ our unhappy'-Diſcords and Wars 
by which neither ſide can Ty for Triumph. 

| Concerning Far more abſurd it would be to upbraid the Proteſtants 
| Se NuMT with-their ſmall Number, or toinfer'their Damnation 
{ who donot from that. - For much more” numerous'is the Number 
cmit to © of Chriſtians under the four Patriarchs in the Eaſt, and 
| Zone, - the Great Duke of Muſcovy and: Ruiz, then of thoſe 
| who in the Weſt adhere to the See of Rowe. With- 
out” queſtien' the Number:'of 'the Orthodox was very 
ſmall, at what time, as St: Jerom teſtifies, The whole . 
IW orld' groand, and aamir d'to ſee it ſelf all Arian. 
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: Scarcity makes things valuable ; we are not to adhere 
to'a multitude in Evil';. nor'. is the broad Way to be 
trod, but the narrow Path which leads to Life, not per- 
vious to many. If we mult be excluded from Salvation 
for the ſmallneſs of our Number ; By the ſame reaſon 
the Phariſces of old might have damn'd the Apoſtles, 
and, the Heathens the Chriſtians. In the. mean time, 
they. who reproach us- with our ſmall Number , and 
glory in their own Multitude, when they come to view 
the face of Europe, are compellPd to talk after another 
rate. ;Bellarmin. prefat. in Tom, 1. Controver, cannot 
reſtrain his fury. Who is iznorant (faith he) of that 
ſame Lutheran Pet (for Truth was a Plague to the 
Seat of Peſtilence, as Chriſt was the Death of- Death, 
and a Peſt to Hell ) that ſprung up not long ſince in 
Saxony, and ſoon after over-ran almoſt all! Germany ; then 
ſpreading to the North and Eaſt, delug'd all Denmark, 
Sweadland, Norway, ' Gothland, Pannonia, Hungary ; 
and then with equal rapidneſs ſhooting to the Weſt and 
South, poyſon'd all England, France and Scotland, flouriſh- 
ing Kingdoms once ;/ and at leſt croſſing the Alps, extended 
z4 ſelf even as far as Italy ! 
Nor are we. to be-.condemn'd, becauſe .we call our 
ſelves . Reformed or - Proteſtants, rather then Catholics. 
For we. were- firſt; call'd'- Proteſtants in the public Dyet 
at Spire, Anno (Dom. 1529, becauſe our Electors and 
Princes 'there- proteſted againſt 'the Errors' and; Super- 
ſtitions, of, the ,Romiſh Church \ plainly in. the ſame 
ſenſe. as in the old. Old Verſion: of the: 2 Chron. 24. 19. 
they whoAafter the Death of Jehoiada oppos'd themielves 
gainſt Idolatry, were .mark'd/ out and ditferenc'd. by 
the .fame Name. ;-but,-. thoſe! Idolaters would;; by no 
means. give. car to. the Proteſters., So that. there- being 
no, Satisfaction given to our Conlciences upon that: Pro- 
teſtation , deſervedly we . deſerted: that ; Communion , 
which we believ'd to be pernicious to our Salyation. 
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Nor are 'we therefore to be thought to have deſerted 
the Church : For, as St. Chryſoſtom lays very remarkably, 
Hom. 46. in Mat. © He does not ſeparate from the 
« Church who ſeparates Corporeally, but he who Spi- 
<« ritually relinquithes. the fundamental "Truths of the 
©* Church. - We have left them Locally ;''They have 


« forſaken'/us in Point of Faith : We in departing from 


« them, have left the Foundation of the Walls ; They 
<« in forſaking us , have forſak'n -the Foundations of 
« Scripture. We are calld Reformed, not bectuſe we 
reform®d the Religion deliver'd us 'by Chrift and: the 
reſt. of his Apoſtles ; | but becauſe we cleangfd' it from 
the Ruſt of Abuſes and Corruptions which*that holy 
Religion had contraled through length 'of time, the 
Subtilty of Satan, and the Vices of Men. -And this 
Reformation the People, the Re ifrares, 
and thoſe not a few, moſt earneſtly portunately 
tong?d 'for all over Europe : So that the Tridentine Fa- 
thers, to ſatisfie the public Demands, at leaft in out- 
ward ſhew, were compell'd to add ſomething of Refor- 
mation- to every one of their Dogmatical Seſftons. 
However we do not renounce theſe Names of Catholic 
Proteſtants, Reformed, or Lutherans, (eeinfs that addition 
of Catholic belongs, of right, rather to Us then to you 
Romaniſts; for that the Dodtrin which we profeſs, is 
the- Sincere, Orthodox and: Catholic Dof&rin- of the 
Chriſtian'Church, as the Apoſtles deliver it from'the 
Beginging. | Reformed we are, in reference to' the re- 
xQing: Abuſes, and human Inventions ; but Catholics, 
as we retain the fundamental Articles of ' the Chriſtian 
Religion. Nor can (this Name fuit with thetn' from 
whom we have departed-in any other teſpe& ; then' 
as'they-retain' ſome fundamental Truths, 'which as yet 
are ecotnmon both to them and us ; but not in refpe&t of 
ON NIIons and Traditions in which we difſent from 


g Moulin, a Frenchman, in a latge Treatiſe againſt Car- 


In'vain do you glory againſt us, of retaining this 
Name'by Force. For, as Sal/vian of Marſeilles ſays, 
tb. 4. de Provid. What is a holy Name without Merit, 
hut au Ornament in the Dirt * All the particular 

emblies of Heretics (ſays La#antins, tb. 4. Divin. In- 
ftitut. cap. ult.) believe themſelves to be the chiefeſt 
Chriſtians, and their Church to be the Cathdlic. The 
very Turks would be called Muſſelmanni, thaz, #s the 
Faithful or Catholic ; but it ſuffices us to be really Catho- 
lics. Good leave therefore have you from us, O Ro- 
'maniſts, to uſurp this Name 3 as we call the Szracers 
Mahumet ans, who. nevertheleſs derive not their Original 
from Sarzh, as Sons of the Promiſe ; bur from 4227, the 
Egyptian Bond-woman. 

Thus all the Prejudices and Foundations of your pre- 
cipitate Judgment being repelFd and remov'd, Vene- 
rable Mr. Prior, you conſtitute at length the only Foun- 


dation of your Opinion upon this, .That in' regard that Of the New- 


Ours 1s a new Religion , 'it is impoſſible we ſhould 


neſs of the 
Reform'd Re- - 


gain Salvation by the Profefſion. But thoſe things jigioa. 


waich now are old, were formerly new. The Chri- 
ſtian Religion is at this day New to the Chireſes and 
TJapanners, nevertheleſs they ought . not to reject it for 
that Reaſon. For this very ſake of Novelty, the Hea- 
thens refus'd Chriſtianity ; but in vain. There is 
nothing more Ancient then Truth, which beheld the 
true World ifrits Infancy : But falſe Religion, the Older 
t 1s, fomuch is it the more Mifchievous. 

-- True it is, | the” Reformation which we profeſs, is 
New and newly done ; but the Rule of it,” which is 
comprehended in the Word of God, is of great Anti- 
quity. ;,,accordi g.to which, whatever was added of 
Think man'l ventign, is ſeparated *frbm the Orthodox 20d 
Catholic *DoEtrin , tothe end that true and- refin'd 
'Anrti, ity ' might be retain'd. Hence the famous Peter 
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dinal Perron has more then ſufficiently demonſtrated 
the Novelty. of Popery, -and the Antiquity of, the Re- 
formed. Religion. - Therefore - our Religion cannot be 
call'd New, fiace that alone propounds to us things 
to be believ*'d, which were believ'd by all Men, and every 
where from the Time of the Apoſtles, according, to. the 
Rule of. Vincentins Lyrinenſss, and produces over . and 
above out. of the Treaſury. of the. Scripture, her moſt 
certain Documents : Where it is apparent, That all 
thoſe things which we diſprove in the - Roman Com- 
munion, are really new and unknown to the Apoſtles 
and their Primitive -Succeſlors. | 

It is a New thing, and never heard of by the Ancient 
Church, that the Chriſtian People ſhould be forbid 
the Uſe_of. the Cup in-the facred Euchariſt. It was 
a New thing, that Boxiface II, above Six hundred years 
after Chrilt, ſhould be the firſt who calld. himſelf 
Univerſal Biſhop, and Bibop of Biſbops ; and long after 
him, that, Gregory VII, or Hildebrand,, ſhould preſume 
to lay violent hands upon the Rights of Emperors and 
Princes. Nothing Newer then the Papal Indulgences, 
which firſt. gave occaſion to the Modern Controverlies 
at Wittembergh. and Zyrich ;. Anthony Archbiſhop, of 
Florence. acknowledging, part. 1. Tom. 10- cap. 3. That 
as for Indulgences, we have nothing in the Scripture con- 
cerning them , nor from the Sayings of the Ancient Fa- 
thers.; and the Jeſuite Yalentis agreeing, cap. 5. de In- 
duls. That there were certain Catholics before Luther, 
(of whoſe Opinion Thomas makes mention, part. 3. 
gooſe I5. drt.5.) who ſaid, That Indulgences were pious 
Frauds. | : 


__ tients, "The Adoration of Images gil 1 | 
Yr "hundred years after. Chrift, : 
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that-rhe Decrees of that petty Council were condemn'd 
and rejected in two 'Sy aſſembled at Paris and 
Frankford by Charles the Great. . And tho? theſe Synods 
were only National, hence nevertheleſs it appears that 
all the Churches of Germany and France, of which 
Nations thoſe Synods conſiſted, had not thea admitted 
the Public Worſhip of Images. Nay, even George Caſ- 
ſander infers from St. Auſtin upon Pſal. 113, That 
Images and Statues were not ſet up in Churches in 
St. Auſtin's time. Moreover Bellarmin reports of Scotus, 
That he did not believe Tranſubſtantiation. to.'be an 
Article of Faith before the Lateran, Council; that is, 
before Five hundred. years ago. The Law of. Celibacy, 
enjoyn'd the Clergy and the- Prieſts, is a very. New 
thing, and to which the Clergy of Lezge and the Ger- 
mans would not yield Obedience till about Five hun- 
dred years ſince, At length Calixtrs Il, who was created 
Pope in the Year 1119, conftraind them all to ſubmit, 
which produc'd'thele Verſes npon! him:: 


O bone Calixte, jam omnis Clerus odit te, 

Quondam Prebyteri; poterant uxaribss uti, 

Hoe deſtryxifti, poſkquam' tu Papa fuiſti, | 
' Ergo tuum nomen merito habent 0azo, -. © 


The Clergy hate thee, Good Ca/axtus, why ? 

The Presbyters. of old with, Wives did lye ; 

This thon deſtroy'dft, whenthou-wer*t Pope created, 
Therefore thy' Name is now deſery?dly. hated. 


The Apoſtles never knew what Monkiſh retirement 
meant, which came into the World about Three hundred 
ears after Chrift , - under A»tony' and Pay! ; but; the 
| Church was utterly iggorant of Monkiſh Beggery,' till 
the times of Fraxcis and -Dominic, who, as all' Men 


... know, were but of late years.. het 
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11 | will not undereako __ to unravel your whole 
Hiſtory otherwiſe there' would "appear very little-of 
Antiquity init, ' For all thok& Opimons of the Romifh 
Church” which - we have- rejited.,! , are not only new, 
but fo 'new, that as the Abufes multiply*d, they were 
Giflik'd-and:  reprov'd\ by all- pood Men long before Ls. 
»her”s" vime '; amovg whom there were ſome, who being 
offender? at- fach kind: of Tanovations, | and confulting 
the” good' of their 'Conſciences, openly deſerted your 
Communion; 'as' the Wicklevians in England, the Huſ- 
Jes in' Germany, ' the I a/denſes or Albigenſes in France 
and-- Germany 9 aghoſe p public Confeſſions are at this day 
Extant,.- ofomadbls to to Oune in the principal Heads. 
Nor can 1 fbrbear to! addin this place a remarkable 
Teſtimony concerning the Waldenſes (whoſe Names for 
above Six hundred years has bin terrible to the Roman 
__ iven by”one Rainer, an Inquiſitor of the: Faith 
they, *: _ 1'Three hundred years ago, #nd 
not hoes ſince publiſh/d'by!Grer/er the-Jeluite : * Among 
© all the Sets (fays that ſame Rairer) that are or ever 
«were, there" 1s not” any one more pernicious to the 
« Church ( "the Roman) then thet"of the Poor 
&« of Lyons (meaning the Watidekſss) for Three Reaſons. 
« Firſt, becauſe more1 + for -ſome*fay;” that' it has 
* bin ever ſince the time © Sitveſt ſter, a and others deduce 
« jt from the titne- of the' Apoſtles: © Secondly, becauſe 
« more genera}; "for there's is hardly-atfy Country into 
# which"thik! Seft' hes' not made's | P. 
« Thirdly; LOS: all 'orhers-areabbiainibIc 46: God 
* for the Immanity of their Blaſphemies, Rd this of the 
«© Waldenſes only carries with'it a'great ſhew:of Piety ; 
6 becauſe th live juſtly - before Men, 'and beligve'truly 
PQ SEE Anticles of che Cieed," 
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{o-pleafing and fo perfect. 


words) 
-  wittfor ever burn with your Seducers in the Everla 
his infinite Mercy preſerve you. | . Amer. 


4, | we Me a2 Kage robe 
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Thus, Mr.Prior, you have W __ COON 
rate Letter. Do you nbt ſee by | hat has bin ſaid,that you | 
have violated the Divine,- Civil and Public Laws of the 
Inſtrument of the Peace of Mwnfter”; *nay, which ſhe 
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io ern or Remedy tor ſuch an unjuſt Judge ? I will 
tell you : | 

Implore of--Ggd,- and beſeech your injur'd Neighbor, 
through whoſe _ ſides ' you | have: wounded ſuch infi- 
nite- numbers of Chriſtians, to forgive you, and to 
pardon thele Tranſgrefions of yours that are of ſo great 
weight. | 

Endeavour induſtriouſly for the future, like the 
{mitten Fiſherman, to Traffic at a better rate, -and to 
be- transform'd by renovation of Mind to this, that you 


may be able better to prove, whatis the good Will of God 


Beware-of being wiſer then it becomes you to be; 
and with an unfeigned Charity for the future, deteſt 
{o wicked and perverſe a Judgment, - adhering to that 
which is more ſolid.; and if it may be, as much. as in 
you lyes, live at Peace with all Men, that you may 
not be oyercome by Evil, but may overcome Evil by -+ 
" This pious and fincere Counſel if you flight and - 
diſregard, through Contumacy deſpiſing it, aſluredly 
there will nothing more certainly befal you then this, 
That being depriv'd of Eternal Felzcirty (I repeat your own 
er you have finiſh'd this Mortal Courſe, 2 
ng 


Fire of Hell. From which however. the Great God of 


| "OIL. 


